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Art Trinidade - Treasurer
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�W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�F�F�F�U�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

Warren White – Auto Cross Events
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�D�[�F�F�F�U�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

Chuck Hoops - Safety Director
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�I�R�X�U�K�R�R�S�V�H�V�#�V�E�F�J�O�R�E�D�O���Q�H�W

Larry Lloyd - Membership Director
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�O�O�R�\�G���O�D�U�U�\�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

Bob DeVries – Activities Director
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�D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�F�F�F�U�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

Jon Milledge -DE Events Director
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�F�F�F�U���W�U�D�F�N�F�K�D�L�U�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

Sanja Brewer - Secretary
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�V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�F�F�F�U�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

Ken Finney - President
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�S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�F�F�F�U�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

2017 Board of Directors Prez’s Corner

�&�&�&�5�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�U�H���Z�H�O�F�R�P�H���W�R���D�W�W�H�Q�G���W�K�H���%�R�D�U�G���0�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�����7�L�P�H��
�P�D�\�� �E�H���P�D�G�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���Q�R�Q���E�R�D�U�G���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���W�R���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�S�X�W���G�X�U-
�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�����'�X�H���W�R���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���V�S�D�F�H�����S�O�H�D�V�H���F�D�O�O���.�H�Q��
�)�L�Q�Q�H�U�\���W�R���L�Q�I�R�U�P���R�I���\�R�X�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�W���W�R���D�W�W�H�Q�G���D�W����������������������������

Location 		  Date and Time
�6�D�Q���/�X�L�V���2�E�L�V�S�R��		 �)�L�U�V�W���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�Q�W�K
�&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���&�O�X�E		 �D�W�������������3�0
���������&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���&�O�X�E���'�U����					   
San Luis Obispo 

Minutes of all Board meetings are posted for 
your review on our website at 

ccc.pca.org.

I �M�X�V�W���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���%�D�\���$�U�H�D���D�Q�G���R�X�U���À�U�V�W���R�Y�H�U-
night trip in a while. We had a great group of members 
and had a good drive north. The Bay cruise on the yacht 
Potomac was really fun and we had great weather, too. 
They had a good band playing during the cruise and 
we were treated to a sky writing plane putting “Hearts” 
over the City of San Francisco.

Our New Member BBQ is scheduled for the end of this 
month. Hope everyone can make it. Look for the ad in 
this issue of the Coastalaire for details. This event will 
be free, paid for by the club, so please try to attend. And 
don’t forget, it’s FREE.

I hope some members who haven’t volunteered for the 
Board of Directors in the past step up and put their 
name in the hat for the upcoming election for next 
year’s Board. We can’t expect the same members to 
remain on the Board every year. 

�'�R�Q�·�W���I�R�U�J�H�W���W�K�D�W���R�X�U���%�R�D�U�G���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W��
Wednesday of every month at San Luis Country Club. 
Please feel free to attend, but let us know if you plan on 
attending.

That’s all for now!

Till next time! 

Board Meetings

Chuck Jennings – Newsletter Editor
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�Q�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U�F�F�F�U�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P

Andy Winterbottom–Vice-President
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�D�Z�L�Q�W�H�U�E�R�W�W�R�P�#�V�E�F�J�O�R�E�D�O���Q�H�W
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805-544-7979 
3453 Empresa Dr.

San Luis Obispo, CA

www.vintageab.com

Serving San Luis Obispo County Since 1982

A Full Service Body Shop Where 
�4�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�V���1�H�Y�H�U���6�D�F�U�L�¿�F�H�G

We Specialize in Insurance Claims

Local Pick-up & Delivery

State-of-the-Art Frame & Laser 
Measuring Equipment

Expert & Custom Color Matching

Collision Repair

Lifetime Warranty on All Repairs

FOREIGN
AND 

DOMESTIC

SGS

���������'�S�B�O�D�J�T���"�W�F�O�V�F���t���4�B�O���-�V�J�T���0�C�J�T�Q�P���t���$�"��������������

� EXPERIENCE

� COMMITMENT

� INTEGRITY

���������4�F�S�W�J�D�F���_�����������������������������1�B�S�U�T���_�����������������������������������4�B�M�F�T���_������������������

����.�J�O�P�S���B�O�E���.�B�K�P�S���'�B�D�U�P�S�Z���4�U�Z�M�F���4�F�S�W�J�D�F
���#�S�B�L�F�T���t���&�M�F�D�U�S�J�D�B�M���t���&�O�H�J�O�F���t���5�S�B�O�T�N�J�T�T�J�P�O���0�W�F�S�I�B�V�M�T
����3�B�D�F���5�S�B�D�L���%�B�Z���1�S�F�Q��������4�Q�F�D�J�B�M���1�S�P�K�F�D�U���$�B�S�T
����1�B�S�U�T��������"�D�D�F�T�T�P�S�J�F�T��������4�Q�B�S�L���1�M�V�H�T���U�P���%�S�F�B�N���8�I�F�F�M�T
����3�F���T�B�M�F������$�P�O�T�J�H�O�N�F�O�U�T��������&�W�F�S���$�I�B�O�H�J�O�H���&�O�W�F�O�U�P�S�Z

Only independent Porsche repair shop in SLO County

�:�P�V�S���1�P�S�T�D�I�F���$�B�S���$�P�O�O�F�D�U�J�P�O
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2017 CCCR Events Calendar Update

  Look for reminders and updates via email.

Date	 Time		  Event							       Organizer	    
10-14	 9:30 AM	 Lunch/tour, Ragged Point				    Ken Finney	     
10-21	 6:30 AM	 Teststrecke XXVI, Santa Maria 			   Warren White 	    
10-22	 9:30 AM	 Lunch, Easy as Pie Cafe, Cambria			   Jack Ravin	
10-29	 11:00 AM	 New Members BBQ, Jim Eckford’s			   Ken Finney	    
 	      
11/11  	9:00 AM	 Breakfast, Flagship Restaurant, Pismo Beach  	Jack Ravin
11-18	 6:30AM	 Teststrecke XXVII, Santa Maria 			   Warren White 	    

12-2	 8:00 AM	 PCA Techtactics, Ontario				    PCA
12-3	 6:00 PM	 Holiday Dinner Party, SLO Country  			  Sanja Brewer
12-9	 9:00 AM	 Breakfast, Flagship Restaurant, Pismo Beach  	Jack Ravin

Coffee Groups: 	 Black Horse, Downtown, Everyday @ 9:00 AM
		    	 Centrally Grown, Cambria, Tusdays @ 9:00 AM
			   Donut Derelicts, Pismo Beach OSH Parking Lot, Saturdays @7:00 AM

Jack’s Calendar Corner

There are CCCR members who do not receive the 
“e-Blast” from PCA with very important, up to 
date information, because PCA has no email ad-
dress for you.  Please contact PCA and give them 
your correct email address. The information that 
goes out may save you a trip to the wrong event.

Looking at the October events I see Ken Finney is 
leaading a group of us to Ragged Point for lunch 
on October 14th, the second Saturday. Look for 
an eblast for more details. On the Saturday the 
22nd, we will meet in Cambria for lunch at 11am 
at Linn’s Easy as Pie Café behind the main restau-
rant. (Too many folks complained about the road 
to the ranch, so they did not attend the last lunch 
we had there.) Hopefully we can sit outside since 
we seem to be having a late summer. And as per 
my wife we can walk the town and shop all the 
stores. 

The last event in October is the annual New Mem-
ber’s BBQ. Look for more details via email. 

We will be meeting at the Flagship (formerly 
Steamers) for breakfast on the second Saturdays in 
November and Decemeber. I’m suggesting alternat-
ing the 2nd Saturday gatherings between the south 
county at Flagship and the north county at Centrally 
Grown, just a mile north of Cambria, and a nice 
drive along the coast. If you have questions, ask me.

I have a big request to all. During the past several 
months many of you have suggested some very 
good ideas for events. I would ask that you put your 
ideas on paper for me. Don’t worry, I won’t ask you 
to do anything.

Some suggestions for next year are: Breakfast/
Lunch at Baja Cantina, Old Juan’s Cantina, Gar-
den’s at Avila, lighthouse tour with box lunch, 
overnight trip to the Porsche center, rally to the 
Mullen Museum in Oxnard, rally to San Simeon for 
a Hearst Castle tour and lunch, Edna Valley wine 
tour with lunch, overnight to Orange County with 
tour of the Dick Marconi Auto collection, fun drive 
and rally on the back roads of Guadalupe with tour 
of Vandenberg and picnic, and many more. 
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2017 CCCR Annual 
�1�H�Z���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�·���%�%�4
11:00 AM-2:00 PM October 29

J�L�P���(�F�N�I�R�U�G�·�V���%�D�U�Q
1604 Tiffany Ranch Road

Arroyo Grande

You Must RSVP
no later than 10-21

presidentcccr@gmail.com

Celebrate Our New Members

�,�W�·�V���)�U�H�H��

�)�U�H�H��
�)�U�H�H��
�)�U�H�H��
�)�U�H�H��
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CCCR 2017 
Holiday Dinner Party

Please join us for an evening of
Holiday Music, Dancing, 

Food and Cheer!

Attire: Coat and Tie

Sunday, December 3, 2017
6:00 pm

$40 per person
San Luis Obispo Country Club

255 Country Club Drive
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M E N U
Appetizers

Imported/Domestic Cheese Board & Sliced Prosciutto
and

Butterleaf Salad
Toasted almonds, cucumber, pea sprouts,

Tomatoes and brie crostini, Lemon Vinaigrette
and

Prime Rib ENTREE
Oven roasted and served with herb potatoes,
market vegetables & creamed horseradish

OR
Oven Roasted Salmon ENTREE

Served with wilted spinach, lentils, olives, 
�2�Y�H�Q���U�R�D�V�W�H�G���W�R�P�D�W�R�H�V���	���F�U�L�V�S�\���F�D�S�H�U�V�������6�D�J�U�R�Q���V�D�X�F�H��

OR
Polenta Stack ENTREE
With Balsamic reduction

and
Chocolate  cake with Vanilla buttercream cream frosting

No Host Bar
You may bring your own bottle of wine for a corkage fee of $10 
(you will be billed directly by the Country Club that evening)

Please make your check payable to: CCCR/PCA
PLEASE NOTE SANJA BREWER WILL BE 

0UT OF TOWN FROM 11/18-12/2 , SO
Please mail your check and entree selections to:

Andrew Winterbottom
P.O. Box 2145

Avila Beach, CA  93424
NO later than November 22, 2017
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�7�K�H���'�U�L�Y�H�U�·�V���&�R�U�Q�H�U���D���N���D���7�K�H���/�D�W�H���$�S�H�[

Zone 8 

	 UTOCROSS 2017
CCCR-PCA presents

At Santa Maria Airport  

PORSCHE
Santa Barbara

  
Teststrecke XXVII    October 21
Teststrecke XXVII    November 18
			     Zone 8 Event     
     Details and Registration at  motorsportsreg.com
          or contact Warren White at 805-709-8455.

Our major sponsor
Autocross and DE

Events
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In an attempt to provide our club with a broad 
yet relevant selection of activities – something for 
everyone – your CCCR Board of Directors of-
ten speculates about many different interests and 
Porsche-passions among our members. With over 
570 members, how can we encourage more par-
ticipation by more members? We know we have 
many dedicated 356ers. They even have their own 
monthly breakfasts. We have about 40 individuals 
that participate in autocross and DE. And we have 
a limited number interested in shining up their cars 
for the occasional car show or conours. Of course, 
�W�K�H���J�U�H�D�V�H���X�Q�G�H�U���V�R�P�H���À�Q�J�H�U�Q�D�L�O�V���J�L�Y�H�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H��
of the wrench twisters out there. But where does 
everyone else fall into the overall Porsche-passion? 
Is it just the tradition of the marque that makes us 
want to share a boat ride in San Francisco Bay? 

In the past year, one of 
our Board of Directors 
noted that we seldom 
see Cayennes, Macans, 
or Panameras at our 
most popular events. 
Someone suggested 
that perhaps our mem-
bers view our club as a 
“sports car” club, and 
therefore, “those other” 
�3�R�U�V�F�K�H�V���G�R�Q�·�W���U�H�D�O�O�\���À�W��
in to our identity. Our 
monthly breakfasts pro-
vide the most regular opportunity to see a collection 
of our members’ cars in one place at one time. But 
those impromptu car shows consist of a very lim-
ited selection of the various models of Porsches in 
our club, and only of those relatively few members, 
about 10%, who frequent our monthly breakfasts. 
We wouldn’t expect to see Cayennes, Macans, or 
Panameras at our autocross or DE events. So, do we 
have any relevant method to judge the breadth our 
models in our club?

I recently went through our latest club roster 
(August, 2017) and the members’ information 
as reported by our mother ship, PCA. I realize 
that some of our members have not updated their 
information since 1956, but the roster may be the 
best source to get any idea of the distribution of 
models among our membership. Here are some 
things I observed: If you own a 356, chances are 
you own more than one, in some cases, several. I 
assume that’s because there are so many of them 
available and they are cheap, right? Of course, 
the 911 Carrera dominates the list by a large 
margin.  Quite a few members have more than 
�R�Q�H���P�R�G�H�O�����%�X�W���,���Z�D�V���P�R�V�W���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���W�R���À�Q�G���K�R�Z��
many Cayennes, Macans, and Panameras were on 
the roster. I found nine Cayennes/Macans (SUV 
class) and only two Panameras (sedans). How ac-

curate is that?

I’m going to crawl 
way, way out on a 
speculative limb. I 
suspect that some of 
our members who 
have Cayennes, Ma-
cans, or Panameras 
probably also have 
a 356, 911, 914, 
924/928/944/968, 
Boxster or Cay-
man (sports class), 
and consider the 

non-sports car as more of the “family car” and 
therefore less “celebrated” and considered less 
of a show car in the tradition of and passion for 
Porsche sports models.  Hence, some of the SUVs 
and sedans are not reported on the PCA roster. 
In fact, I know of at least two of them. I wonder 
how many more there may be. And I suspect that 
many of the Cayennes and Macans we see around 
town are owned by folks that, if they know any-
thing at all about PCA, consider us a “sports car” 
club. Can an SUV or a sedan be a “real” Porsche? 

�$�/�/���´�5�(�$�/�µ���3�2�5�6�&�+�(�6��Story by Chuck Jennings

At Santa Maria Airport  
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In the July issue of the Coastalaire, Art Trinidade in-
terviewed Brent Smith, Guy Ober, Nathan Harrison, 
and Britton Bender about the Porsche heritage and 
the quality and engineering that is in every model. 

Art asked Guy Ober, “So is there truth behind the 
adage that regardless of model there is a Porsche 
DNA running through the car, and if so what is it?”

Guy replied, “It’s true. I’ve always said that if you 
are led blindfolded into one of them, regardless of 
what year or model and driving around for a bit, 
you will know you are in a Porsche. There is some-
thing unique about the ride characteristics that feel 
like a Porsche.”

 

Above, a Panamera running in an autocross. 

Brent Smith added, “. . . many people who buy 
Panameras or Macans have never owned a 911 or a 
sports oriented model before. For a lot of them it’s 
�W�K�H�L�U���À�U�V�W���3�R�U�V�F�K�H�����6�R���P�\���J�X�H�V�V���L�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�R�V�H���R�Z�Q-
ers may not be aware of the heritage that is built 
into these cars because they’ve never experienced it 
before.”

This probably doesn’t apply to the Cayenne/Macan/
Panamera owners in CCCR. Many of us began our 
love affair with Porsche long before the Cayenne 
was introduced to the market. And most of us who 
�K�D�Y�H���F�R�P�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Á�R�F�N���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H�Q���O�L�N�H�O�\���V�W�D�U�W�H�G��
�R�X�U���Á�H�H�W���Z�L�W�K���D���%�R�[�V�W�H�U�����&�D�\�P�D�Q�����R�U���&�D�U�U�H�U�D����

In the August issue of Panorama there was a very 
interesting story about a track test comparing the 
performance of the Macan GTS against a 1987 
944 Turbo, considered a very competitive track-
able sports car for its time and still is (just ask Jon 
Milledge). The Macan is quite a bit heavier with a 
higher center of gravity but has approximately 120 
additional horses under the hood. And remember, 
both of these cars have their horses in the front, a 
different “geometry” than the “real” sports car, the 
911. The Macan GTS’s lap time on the same course 
at the Virgina International Raceway was nearly 10 
seconds faster than the 944 Turbo’s best time. And 
the professional driver said that even though the 
Macan was faster and heavier, it required no more 
braking distance than the 944 Turbo. So, which of 
�W�K�H�V�H���W�Z�R���F�D�U�V���T�X�D�O�L�À�H�V���D�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���´�V�S�R�U�W�\���µ���:�K�L�F�K��
of these cars are more likely to show up for the 
CCCR breakfast?

Tom Dobyns recently said, “When I was an instruc-
tor at Streets of Willow, my student had a Macan, 
and it was INCREDIBLE!!!”  I had more fun “rac-
ing” that car around the track.  It truly performed as 
a sports car.  Couldn’t believe it handled that well.” 
Not long after, Tom traded his big Ford truck for a 
white 2014 Cayenne S for towing his Cayman S on 
its trailer to track events. Even though Tom and his 
wife, Renee, have two of those “sporty” Caymans  
Tom says that they almost daily negotiate for the 
privilege of driving the Cayenne around town.
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slobob5@gmail.com

Now that we have completely and inarguably dis-
pelled the notion that the performance and spirit of 
the modern Porsche sport car is exclusive to those 
Porsche models with the engine either in the middle 
or the back of the transaxle, is it possible we might 
see more Cayennes, Macan, or Panameras show up 
for breakfast? If you’re one of those Porsche nuts 
�Z�L�W�K���D���Á�H�H�W���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D���&�D�\�H�Q�Q�H�����0�D�F�D�Q�����R�U���3�D�Q-
erama, consider as you are walking out the door to 
choose your ride for the next CCCR impromptu car 
show, you might want to chose the “family car.”

That said, what can the CCCR Board of Directors 
do to encourage more of these models to show up at 
our events? How about a one-day tour that would be 
for four-wheel drives only? Maybe a driving event 
would require seating for four adults per car? Any-
way, we’d like to hear from you utility/family-mind-
ed members. If you are one of our more invisible 
members because until now, you’ve seen yourselves 
as not sporty enough for the rest of us, how can we 
make you feel at home? Send me an email. I’d like 
to hear from you before we publish the November 

Below is a sneak preview of the 2019 Cayenne Coupe. 
This third-generation Cayenne will be Porsche’s competition for the BMW X6. 

Note the transition into a more streamlined roof line and rear window, 
suggesting perhaps a synthesis with the Panamera. 

There’s that evidence of the DNA in all Porsche design.
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Author’s note:  At the end of the prior story, I had 
�M�X�V�W���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�H�G���P�\���À�U�V�W���U�D�F�L�Q�J���G�H�D�W�K���Z�L�W�K���L�W���R�F�F�X�U-
�U�L�Q�J���M�X�V�W���������I�W���I�U�R�P���P�\���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�������7�K�L�V���Z�D�V���Y�H�U�\��
�G�L�V�W�X�U�E�L�Q�J���E�X�W���,���U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���U�D�F�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V������
�1�R�Z�����K�D�Y�L�Q�J���U�D�F�H�G���I�R�U���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U���\�H�D�U�V����
�D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���I�R�U���D���I�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H�P���,���Z�D�V���R�Q���W�K�H���V�L�G�H�O�L�Q�H�V��
�P�D�L�Q�O�\���G�X�H���W�R���O�D�F�N���R�I���I�X�Q�G�V���R�U���V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�V�K�L�S�����,���K�D�Y�H���D��
�E�H�W�W�H�U���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H������

�8�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�D�U�E�R�Q���À�E�H�U���F�K�D�V�V�L�V���D�Q�G��
�V�D�I�H�W�\���U�X�O�H�V���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H���W�R�G�D�\�·�V���U�D�F�L�Q�J���V�R���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�\��
�V�D�I�H���E�\���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q�����G�U�L�Y�H�U�V���L�Q���P�\���H�U�D���R�I���I�R�U�P�X�O�D��
�W�\�S�H���F�D�U�V���V�D�W���L�Q���D���W�X�E�X�O�D�U���F�K�D�V�V�L�V���Z�L�W�K���I�X�H�O���W�D�Q�N�V��
�V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�U�L�Y�H�U���������ƒ���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�O�\���D�Q���D�O�X�P�L�Q�X�P��
�V�N�L�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���I�X�H�O���D�Q�G���P�H�������7�K�H���F�D�U���,���G�U�R�Y�H���I�R�U��
�W�K�H�V�H���À�U�V�W�������V�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���W�R���I�R�O�O�R�Z���K�D�G���D���K�R�O-
�O�R�Z���V�K�H�H�W���V�W�H�H�O���I�X�H�O���W�D�Q�N���M�X�V�W���E�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�H���G�U�L�Y�H�U���Z�L�W�K��
�D�O�P�R�V�W���Q�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���I�U�R�P���D���U�H�D�U���L�P�S�D�F�W�������$�I�W�H�U���W�K�L�V��
�F�D�U�����W�K�H���F�D�U�V���,���G�U�R�Y�H���Z�H�U�H���H�Y�H�Q���P�R�U�H���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V��
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���I�X�H�O���W�D�Q�N���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�U�L�Y�H�U�·�V���V�H�D�W���D�Q�G��
�V�W�U�D�S�S�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���W�X�E�H���F�K�D�V�V�L�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���R�X�W�V�L�G�H������

�:�K�H�Q���/�R�W�X�V���µ���L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�H�G�µ���W�K�H���D�O�X�P�L�Q�X�P���P�R�Q�R�F�R�T�X�H��
�F�K�D�V�V�L�V�����2�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H���X�V�H�G��
�L�Q���D�L�U�S�O�D�Q�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�����������V���Z�D�V���D���P�R�U�H���W�U�X�H���P�R�Q�R-
�F�R�T�X�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�N�L�Q���V�W�U�H�V�V�H�G���R�Y�H�U���P�D�Q�\���V�W�L�I�I�H�Q�L�Q�J��
�D�O�X�P�L�Q�X�P���U�L�E�V�������W�K�H���D�O�X�P�L�Q�X�P���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���Z�D�V���U�L�Y�H�W�H�G��
�D�Q�G���E�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���D�Q�G���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���K�R�O�G���I�X�H�O���Z�L�W�K-
�R�X�W���O�H�D�N�L�Q�J�������7�K�L�V���S�U�R�P�S�W�H�G���D���P�D�M�R�U���V�D�I�H�W�\���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H-
�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���U�X�E�E�H�U���L�P�S�U�H�J�Q�D�W�H�G���E�D�O�O�L�V�W�L�F���Q�\�O�R�Q���I�X�H�O��
�E�D�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H���D�Q�W�L���V�O�R�V�K���I�R�D�P���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��
�I�X�H�O���E�D�J������

�6�R�U�U�\���W�R���G�L�J�U�H�V�V�����E�X�W���U�D�F�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���U�H�D�O�O�\���G�D�Q�J�H�U�R�X�V��
�X�S���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���P�L�G�G�O�H���¶�����V���Z�K�H�Q���V�D�I�H�W�\���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�V��
�V�W�D�U�W�H�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���V�D�I�H�U�������,�W���Z�D�V���F�R�P�P�R�Q���N�Q�R�Z�O-
�H�G�J�H���W�K�D�W���P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���G�U�L�Y�H�U�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�G���W�R��
�)�R�U�P�X�O�D�������L�Q���W�K�H�����������V���D�Q�G���¶�����V���U�H�S�O�D�F�H�G���G�U�L�Y�H�U�V��
�W�K�D�W���K�D�G���G�L�H�G���R�U���E�H�H�Q���V�H�Y�H�U�H�O�\���L�Q�M�X�U�H�G�������,���Z�D�V���Y�H�U�\��
�Q�D�w�Y�H���D�Q�G���K�R�S�H�G���V�R�P�H���G�D�\���W�R���G�U�L�Y�H���L�Q���)�R�U�P�X�O�D���2�Q�H��

�-�R�K�Q���0�L�O�O�H�G�J�H�����D���N���D�����0�D�G���'�R�J

The greater the time between the past and the 
present, the less troubled I was about the death of 
Bart Martin at Candlestick Park in 1965.  Of course 
that would never happen to me… (for various 
reasons, the main one being that there would never 
be another race at that facility).  The San Francisco 

Junior Chamber of 
Commerce re-
ceived all the bad 
press as a result 
of the death.  The 
SCCA didn’t fare 
too well either.  
The family of Bart 
Martin sued both 
organizations.  
The local papers 
blamed any or-

ganization or person that was remotely associated 
with the race.  I am sure the SCCA and SFJCC had 
insurance as the problem didn’t continue very long 
in the newspapers.

The Candlestick parking lot course had broken the 
front suspension of my Lotus.  Repair of this mag-
nitude was way beyond my capability.  I wanted it 
repaired while bolted to a chassis bench to prevent 
deformation when new tubes were welded into 
place.  Complicating this was the fact that when Lo-
tus built the chassis, the tube joints were all welded 
�Z�L�W�K���E�U�R�Q�]�H���À�O�O�H�U���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�������7�K�L�V���L�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���E�U�D�]�L�Q�J������
�7�K�H���E�U�R�Q�]�H���À�O�O�H�U���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���D�O�O�R�Z���U�H�J�X�O�D�U��
steel welding as the bronze would corrupt the joint.  
Of course, I didn’t really know this at the time but 
was to learn soon.  I had enquired of all persons 
I knew in the paddock at Candlestick who could 
perform a repair like the Lotus required.  Many 
names were bandied about but most who had raced 
for some time agreed that a fabricator named Willie 
Striker somewhere in Marin County was the best 
�E�X�W���W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V���V�R�P�H�Z�K�D�W���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�G��
�G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W���W�R���À�Q�G��

Mad Dog Returns: Installment #6
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I cannot remember how I found Willie Striker but I 
did.  We talked on the phone and he agreed to do the 
job but he wanted only the bare chassis.  No engine, 
no gearbox, no rear suspension, no body work, just 
the basic chassis.  I had never done this complete 
a disassembly although the car was very basic and 
presented no major problems, just a lot of time be-
fore the chassis could be repaired and then building 
it back up would require even more time.  I rented a 
hoist and started.

The engine and transmission had to be removed 
as a unit.  I knew this because I had replaced the 
transmission previously.  After removing them both 
with the portable crane, I discovered the transmis-
sion mount was separating from the transmission 
tunnel.  It was just riveted in place with 3/16” rivets 
and had pulled most of the rivets through the sheet 
aluminum of the tunnel.  Those rivets still attached 
had worked and enlarged the holes until they were 
also just about ready to be fully separated.  I felt 
ashamed that I had allowed this to progress to this 
point (In reality, probably the 4 cylinder vibrations 
and the course at Candlestick Park hadn’t done any 
good either).  I didn’t want a fabricator that had 
built whole racecars to see such shoddy mainte-
nance.

In an earlier chapter, I explained that I had moved 
to the San Francisco Bay area to work for Lockheed 
Missiles and Space Co in Sunnyvale.  Through 
some friends at Lockheed, I found out that portions 
of rockets were constructed using very strong rivets 
and that they regularly just dumped excess small 
parts at the Sunnyvale dump conveniently located 
near Lockheed.  A friend from work and I visited 
the Sunnyvale dump and found some brand new ¼” 
structural rivets used in missles built by Lockheed 
that had been dumped.  We also found some really 
neat never removed from the original packaging 
NAS bolts in the size I was using for connecting 
rod bolts.  I drilled all the transmission mount holes 
out for ¼” rivets and pulled the rivets with an air 
powered rivet gun my friend at Lockheed borrowed.  
Now I was ready to take the chassis to Willie Striker 
for repair. 

Jon Milledge with a Lotus Super 7 at the Rolex 
Reunion, Laguna Seca, 2015. 
Photograph by Chuck Jennings
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I don’t remember what the estimated repair time 
was, I only remember that it took much longer.  
When I went to pick it up, I noticed that the “repair” 
was great and the chassis had grown a few extra 
tubes.  Willie explained that the chassis was really 
weak in those areas so he had added the tubes while 
everything was apart!

This was not to be the last time I had Willie “repair” 
a chassis.

After I had fully reassembled the Lotus, I was ready 
for another race.  A couple of months had gone 
by and the next race I could enter was a regional 
support race for the USRRC series at Laguna Seca.  
Everyone wanted to run races at Laguna Seca.  The 
track was only nine turns but all but two were very 
fast.  

�$�E�R�Y�H���O�H�I�W���L�V���W�K�H���/�D�J�X�Q�D���6�H�F�D���W�U�D�F�N���F�R�Q�À�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V��
�L�W���Z�D�V���E�H�I�R�U�H���������������7�K�H���G�R�W�W�H�G���O�L�Q�H���V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�H���D�G�G�L-
�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�Z�R���P�R�U�H���W�X�U�Q�V���D�V���L�W���L�V���W�R�G�D�\����

�7�X�U�Q�������Z�D�V���V�R���I�D�V�W���L�W���Z�D�V���H�D�V�\���W�R���G�U�L�Y�H���Á�D�W���R�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H��
Lotus, then turn 2 was really hairy because at the 
exit on the outside of the track was a giant boulder, 
maybe 30 feet in diameter.  Really large and it was 
right at the edge of the track.  It was so close that 
the track made a little turn around the boulder.  If 
you lost control of your car on the exit, you might 
crash into the boulder.  This turn was taken nearly 
�Á�D�W���R�X�W���L�Q���W�K�H���/�R�W�X�V���E�X�W���R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����,���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���P�X�F�K��
slower than this.  

After that came turn 3 which was possibly faster 
than turn 2 but came after a long straight so en-
try speed was faster yet.  Really fast cars like the 
USRRC cars had to brake for both T2 and T3 but 
their acceleration rate was much higher than the 
Lotus.  Just for comparison, the Lotus at this point 
in development had maybe 125 bhp and weighed 
about 1000 lbs for an 8 lbs/bhp power to weight ra-
tio.  An USRRC car of the time had nearly 500 bhp 
and weighed 1800 lbs for a power to weight ration 
of 3.6 lbs per horsepower.  

Another comparison would be a 2015 Porsche Cay-
man S has 325 bhp and weighs 2910 pounds for an 
8.95 power to weight ratio, more weight to power 
than the Lotus. 

Here again, I cannot remember practice and qualify-
ing but in the race I was leading easily.  Too easily.  
As the race progressed, I had a large lead and be-
�F�D�P�H���L�Q�D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�����7�X�U�Q�������Z�D�V���Q�R�W���Á�D�W���D�W���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H���G�X�H��
to tires, suspension setup, driver skill and required 
light braking on entry.  At about the ¾ point in the 
race, I was dallying on into T3 when I suddenly re-
alized I hadn’t used any braking at all and I was past 
the turn in point for the corner.  I jerked the wheel to 
the left, which caused a big slide.  This did slow the 
car but when the tires stopped sliding, the car shot 
off of the track on the inside into the grass berm.  At 
racing speeds, probably just under 100 mph when I 
entered the grass, grass has all the adhesion of ice.  

My stomach was trying to exit my throat. 

After I gained control in the grass, I remember look-
ing up and seeing the bridge abutment approaching 
rapidly.  Slowly, I urged the Lotus back onto the 
track just before the bridge.  I realized I had totally 
lost concentration.  I was pretty shaken but still won 
the race with my concentration level at a new high.  
However I remembered this error for the rest of my 
career.  I vowed never to lose concentration again.
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$75 each day includes:
Continental breakfast, lunch 
and goodie bag

http://pca.motorsportreg.com 
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http://tinyurl.com/techtactics2017
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Election of CCCR Board of Directors 2018
I�W�·�V���W�K�D�W���W�L�P�H���R�I���W�K�H���\�H�D�U���D�J�D�L�Q�����$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���R�X�U��
�F�O�X�E���E�\�O�D�Z�V���L�W�·�V���W�L�P�H���E�H�J�L�Q���W�K�H���H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�R��
�R�X�U���&�&�&�5���%�R�D�U�G���R�I���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�V���I�R�U���������������2�Q���W�K�H�V�H��
�W�K�U�H�H���S�D�J�H�V���D�U�H���W�K�H���F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�·�V���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���V�W�D�W�H-
�P�H�Q�W�V�����I�R�U���\�R�X���Y�R�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�W���D���O�D�W�H�U���G�D�W�H����
�\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D�Q���H�P�D�L�O���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X���K�R�Z���D�Q�G��
�Z�K�H�Q���W�R���Y�R�W�H����

Alfred Abken: I am seeking a position on the 
�&�&�&�5���E�R�D�U�G�������,���E�R�X�J�K�W���P�\���À�U�V�W���3�R�U�V�F�K�H���L�Q�����������������$��
1980 924.  I joined PCA in June 1992.  Shortly after 
that I upgraded to a 1987 944.  That was followed 
by a 1982 924. Turbo, which I still have today.  
When I joined PCA, I was in the Golden Gate Re-
gion. Since joining PCA, I have attended 17 Pa-
rades.  If I drive my Porsche to Parade, I participate 
in the autocross and concours.  I have been a Zone 
8 concours judge since 2008. In 2007, I moved to 
Whittier, California, and joined San Gabriel Val-
ley Region.  While there I served on their board 
as Treasurer, Secretary, and President.  I moved to 
Paso Robles in 2015, and transferred to CCCR in 
January of this year.  
I would appreciate your vote.

Sanja Brewer  is currently on the CCCR Board 
and has been Secretary for CCCR/PCA for seven 
years and previously served as Membership Direc-
tor. She has been a member of CCCR/PCA for 12 
years and a previous member of the Hawaii Region 
PCA from 1982 to 1993. During that time she was 
very involved with SCCA club racing. As Secretary 
for our club, Sanja keeps the minutes for our month-
ly Board meetings and is involved with the nomi-
nating committee, which elects new board members 
on an annual basis.

Sanja is also involved in planning our annual 
Holiday party, which has been held at the San Luis 
Obispo Country Club and is her favorite CCCR/
PCA event. She really enjoys seeing new members 
and meeting established club members at this event.
Sanja moved to SLO from Hawaii in 1993 to work 
for Limberg Eye Surgery as Director of Operations.

Ken Finney���L�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�L�Q�J���K�L�V���À�I�W�K���W�H�U�P���R�Q���W�K�H��
CCCR Board, currently as President. He has been 
a member for over eight years, and currently owns 
a Porsche Cayman S. Ken has been a car guy his 
whole life. He grew up in the SF Bay Area, and has 
lived in SLO for over 40 years. He is a graduate of 
Cal Poly, with a degree in Accounting. He worked 
for the County of SLO before retiring eleven years 
ago. Ken enjoys the CCCR members and working 
with the Board on events put on by our Region. He 
especially enjoys the autocrosses, and participates 
as much as possible in all the other events. 

Chuck Hoops: I’ve been a long time resident of 
the Central Coast and have spent 43 of my 50 years 
living and working between Santa Barbara and Paso 
Robles .  I’ve been a member of the California High-
way Patrol since 1990 and am currently a Sergeant 
�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���6�D�Q�W�D���0�D�U�L�D���$�U�H�D���R�I�À�F�H�������,���V�X�S�S�R�V�H��
�L�W�·�V���À�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���,���M�R�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���&�+�3���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�L�Q�J���P�\���O�R�Y�H��
of cars and driving in general.  Driving is an art that 
I have continually strived to perfect since I received 
my license on my 16th birthday.  

My hobbies include practicing martial arts and 
just about any sport you can imagine.  I’ve been a 
Porsche owner for many years and absolutely love 
participating in PCA sponsored events.  Having 
served on the PCA California Central Coast Re-
gion Board as the Safety Director for the past year 
has been a blast and I truly enjoy being able to give 
back to the club and it’s members whenever pos-
sible.  I am extremely grateful of the friendships that 
I have made since joining the Porsche Club and look 
forward to many years of camaraderie with other 
Porsche fanatics like myself.  Thanks in advance 
for your consideration and don’t forget to drive your 
Porsche when ever possible.

Chuck Jennings: As soon as I purchased my 
�À�U�V�W���3�R�U�V�F�K�H�����D�������������%�R�[�V�W�H�U���6�����,���M�R�L�Q�H�G���3�&�$���D�Q�G��
CCCR. In 2013 I became president of CCCR and 
served through 2015. I am now editor of Coasta-
laire/Coastalbreeze. Although the newsletter editor 
is not a mandated member of the Board of Direc-
tors, I believe it is important forme to attend Board 
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Jack Ravin: I enjoy our Porsche Club and all 
of the events.  I want to contribute to the club by 
helping whenever possible. That is who I am; also,  
�,���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���,���D�P���T�X�D�O�L�À�H�G���W�R���D�G�G���W�R���W�K�H���F�O�X�E�·�V���H�Y�H�Q�W�V��
having contributed regularly over the last years.  If 
I were to be elected to the Board, I would seek out 
“volunteers” to assist with club events.  I believe 
that additional member participation in organizing 
and working club events is key to our success.

Warren White : In the Spring of 2015, I was 
approached by Chuck Jennings, our President at 
�W�K�H���W�L�P�H�����D�V�N�L�Q�J���L�I���,���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���À�O�O�L�Q�J���D��
vacancy on the CCCR Board. Since I was already 
heavily involved in helping with autocross events, 
I enthusiastically accepted. I attended the very 
�À�U�V�W���D�X�W�R�F�U�R�V�V���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K���R�I�������������D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G��
almost every event since. I have been the Autocross 
Event Chair for the past few years and thoroughly 
enjoy working with the people who make these 
events successful. Since we have been running these 
events, we have had approximately 950 drivers par-
ticipate in autocross. Almost half of those were PCA 
members. Autocross events are the main source of 
revenue for our club.
I hope you will consider voting for me so that I may 
continue with this job next year.

Andrew Winterbottom : I am again running for 
the CCCR Board of Directors for 2018 and request 
your vote inthe upcoming election.  The continual 
improvement of the California Central Coast Re-
gion activities in social events and motorsports 
events is my/our primary objective.  Also, we are 
looking for ways to improve the membership par-
ticipation rate in the various events of the CCCR.  
We believe that our club exists fundamentally for 
�W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�À�W���R�I���W�K�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S�����L�I���\�R�X���W�K�L�Q�N���Z�H���D�U�H��
generally headed in the correct direction, then I 
would appreciate your validation/vote again.

meetings in order to have insight into the spirit and 
process of the club, and to be most familiar with 
club events. I enjoy being involved in the planning 
and production of CCCR’s activities and programs, 
and I would like to return to the CCCR Board of 
Directors to help in whatever capacity I am needed.

Larry Lloyd: Having served as the membership 
director for almost two years I still really enjoy the 
club. I would say it is really the people I come in 
�F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���Z�L�W�K���D�W���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V�����,���À�Q�G���D���J�U�R�X�S���R�I���I�R�O�N�V��
that really like others and of course their cars. 
I’m not a meeting person, but I enjoy the monthly 
meetings we have a great deal. I had to wait until I 
retired to get the car of my dreams but really enjoy 
driving with the club to different places of interest. I 
have learned a great deal about the cars and how to 
drive. I would like to be elected to the Board again 
to continue to associate with my fellow Porsche 
owners and drivers, and of course the Board.

Jon Milledge: Since moving to the Central Coast 
in 2007, I have been active in CCCR events and 
�Z�D�V���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���&�&�&�5���%�R�D�U�G���L�Q�������������W�R���À�O�O���D��
vacancy. I was elected to the Board in 2009, 2010, 
2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016 and 2017. As Driv-
ing Events Chairperson, I have been responsible 
for organizing and managing our Drivers’ Educa-
tion events at Buttonwillow Raceway. In 2009, I 
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�·�V���À�U�V�W���3�&�$���'�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���,�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�R�U��
program that resulted in thirteen PCA authorized 
instructors including myself.  This program is ongo-
ing.  As a volunteer, I have assisted at the Gathering 
of Friends and many other of our events. In 2012, 
working with other CCCR board members, I was 
instrumental in bringing auto crossing back to the 
region. I was responsible for the entertainment at 
our New Members Barbeque in 2015.  With my 
wife Vicki, I have attended several social events 
each year. We had a second DE event in 2015 
through efforts of many of our members, assisted by 
me.  Although I did not run for the board in 2014, I 
continued as chief driving instructor, managing the 
DE event and assisting at the autocrosses. If elected, 
I will continue to involve myself in supporting all 
types of CCCR events.
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Greetings to all fellow ‘Porsche Pushers’.  Sorry 
for such a long gap since the last column.  Life 
seems to get busier than ever. In case any of you 
missed the news, SGS has moved from our old lo-
cation on Higuera  Street to our new location at 750 
Francis Avenue.  We are located one driveway off 
of Broad Street between South and Orcutt, behind 
the Mattress Outlet (my new nap place at noon ). 
Rainbow Auto Painting is behind us.  

We are very excited about 
�R�X�U���Q�H�Z���V�K�R�S�����D�Q�G���À�Q�G���L�W���V�R����
so, so much cooler inside 
than the old tin building we 
had.  I am happy to say that 
the old location is currently a 
dirt lot with future plans for 
something much nicer look-
ing.  The down side of the 
move is that Bern Singsen 
now has to pay for parking 
for his morning coffee and chat ;).

We started our move way before the go date . . . 
�O�R�W�V���R�I���Z�R�U�N���W�R���À�Q�G���D���V�S�R�W���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���J�R�R�G���I�R�U���X�V��
and our fantastic customers. Just to let you know, 
�À�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���V�S�R�W���L�Q���W�K�H�����������������V�T���I�W���U�D�Q�J�H���L�Q���6�/�2���Q�R�W��
off the beaten path, and not $1.80 sq ft is very, very 
�G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W�������%�U�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���,���V�S�H�Q�W���P�D�Q�\���P�R�Q�W�K�V���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J
�D�Q�G���À�Q�D�O�O�\���U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G���W�K�L�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���Z�R�U�N���I�R�U��
us even if it is more expensive than the old place.  
SLO is a very pricey town. Once we worked out 
a lease, the planning began, i.e. moving all the 
required state and city licenses, trash, water/ sewer, 
power, alarm, phone/ internet…on and on.

 

Due to obligations to start new construction by the 
owner of the property on Higuera Street, our move  
start date was June 30th. We had to be completely va-
cated by July13th.  He was fantastic to work with and 
gave us as much leeway as possible. The move was 
mostly done with just Britton, Nathan and myself.  
We had a couple of days help from some temporary 
workers. One of the biggest helpers was our owner, 
Brent Smith. He came as much as he could with 
his truck and work gloves on. Not many dealership 
owners I know would have done that. My guys and 
myself worked three weeks straight with no days off, 
including most of July 4th. 

Our goal was to be open with at least one hoist, air 
compressor, phone and computer working. Mission 
accomplished.  We had two racks up and the align-
ment rack was leveled and attached within the next 

week.  Nathan had 
a huge challenge to 
move the parts depart-
ment into a smaller 
area (maybe 30% less 
�Á�R�R�U���V�S�D�F�H�������+�H���K�D�V��
pulled it off with some 
clever thinking and 
planning. Don’t ask 
him about graph paper 
and shelving models ;). 

We picked a new shop color scheme, put in modern 
LED lighting, moved out some temporary walls and 
there it is.  My divided area for long term engine/
transmission work is still a bit messy but getting 
there. We look forward to anyone coming by any-
time for a quick tour or service work. A long time 
customer took a look at the shop and said “ Wow, a 
proper workshop.”  We all agree.  I need to give out a 
special thanks to Jon Milledge for the use of his huge 
van, perfect for moving our parts and tools without 
them blowing away.  A huge thank you to Jason at 
Absolute Automotive for loaning us his forklift when 
�R�X�U���E�R�U�U�R�Z�H�G���R�Q�H���E�U�R�N�H���G�R�Z�Q�����S�O�X�V���K�H���À�[�H�G���W�K�H���E�U�R-
ken one too.   If you need a forklift driver Britton is 
available on weekends and evenings. HA!

�2�E�H�U�Z�H�U�N�V���Z�L�W�K���*�X�\���2�E�H�U
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OK, on to a technical problem that we are starting 
to see with the Direct Injection Gasoline Engines.   
Prior to direct injection, Porsche had their fuel 
injectors located above the intake valves inside the 
�L�Q�W�D�N�H���V�\�V�W�H�P�������7�K�L�V���Z�R�U�N�H�G���À�Q�H���D�Q�G���D�G�G�H�G���V�R�P�H��
�E�H�Q�H�À�W�V�������7�K�H���E�D�F�N���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�W�D�N�H���Y�D�O�Y�H�V���Z�R�X�O�G���J�H�W��
sprayed with fuel and would be cleaned with ad-
ditives put into the Top Tier oil companies fuels.  
Chevron uses Techron, others their own.  We have 
used BG fuel cleaners during regular service since 
the 90’s with good success.  The new way of put-
ting the fuel injector directly into the combustion 
chamber ( like a diesel engine) has provided some 
�W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V���E�H�Q�H�À�W�V���W�R���H�Q�J�L�Q�H���S�R�Z�H�U���W�R�U�T�X�H�����I�X�H�O��
mileage and tailpipe emissions.  All fantastic stuff.  
But we service shops are seeing some problems 
that need to be addressed. These engines still have 
crankcase fumes fed into the induction system and 
are slowly but surely building up crud on the intake 
valves on the seating side. 

�7�K�H���V�\�P�S�W�R�P�V���Z�H���D�U�H���J�H�W�W�L�Q�J���F�D�Q���E�H���P�L�V�V���À�U�H��
codes, rough idle, etc.  BG Products has developed 
a cleaning procedure that involves some special 
�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���Á�X�L�G�V�������7�K�L�V���L�V���G�R�Q�H���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���H�Q-
gine is running and takes about an hour to carefully 
feed the product thru the intake system without 
damaging oxygen sensors and catalytic convertors.  
We have been pleased with the results. BG Prod-
ucts recommends this procedure  every thirty to 
forty thousand miles.  If you have a direct injection 
engine you can call us to discuss it further or when 
you are in for service we can show you the equip-
ment and process.

I have another service problem we have seen on oc-
casion, usually involving older cars.  We have had 
cars towed in that quit running, and it turns out they 
were out of gas! Ouch!  The older Porsches use a 
fuel tank sender unit that is enclosed in a tube with 
�W�K�U�H�H���W�K�L�Q���Z�L�U�H�V���D�Q�G���D���Á�R�D�W���W�K�D�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�K�H���U�H�V�L�V-
tance values and sends it to the gauge.  It also sends 
the ground signal to the low fuel light. 

It seems that varnish builds up on the wires and 
sends a signal that you have fuel…often times the 
light still comes on and yet it may show 1/4 tank or 
more.  The cure for this can be a new sender unit 
or taking it out and shaking the sender for a bit to 
�V�H�H���L�I���L�W���U�H�D�G�V���F�R�U�U�H�F�W�O�\���D�V���W�K�H���Á�R�D�W���P�R�Y�H�V���G�R�Z�Q��
the tube.  This problem seems to be more notice-
able with cars that sit in their garage for periods of 
time. Let’s take away some lessons from this. One, 
believe the light.  Two, your car is not suddenly get-
ting 44 mpg. And three, take the car out for proper 
run, i.e.  at least a solid hour.  Try to burn thru a 
tank of fuel every  60 days, minimum.  Lots of 
reasons for this including that over time the ethanol 
�L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�H�O���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���Á�R�D�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���E�R�W�W�R�P���R�I���W�K�H��
tank.

Thanks to all for your support and patience during 
our move.

Guy 
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