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2017 Board of Directors Prez’s Corner

CCCR members are welcome to attend the Board Meetings. Time 
may be made available for non-board members to have input during 
these meetings. Due to limited time and space, please call Chuck 
Jennings at 805-459-7416 to let us know you inted to attend. 

Location  Date and Time
San Luis Obispo   First Wednesday of the month
Country Club  at 6:30 PM
255 Country Club Dr.      
San Luis Obispo 

Minutes of all Board meetings are posted for 
your review on our website at 

ccc.pca.org.

My first term as President of CCCR was in 2012. To save 
money, every month Milt Worthy was printing the Coastalaire 
on a leased printer and mailing it out of his “man cave” in Los 
Osos. Before that year, much of CCCR’s revenues we spent to 
produce and mail hard copies of the newsletter every month. 
And most of our income came from membership dues and 
paid advertising in the newsletter. We were a pretty low-bud-
get operation with very little discretionary capital. 

That year, we introduced autocross events in addition to our 
DE event at Buttonwillow – all money-makers for the club. 
We also decided to reduce our printing and postal costs by 
publishing hardcopy issues of Coastalaire only quarterly with 
digital issues the rest of the months. With the income from 
autocross and DE events, and with the savings on printing and 
postage, the club coffers started rapidly to increase. In 2012 
we had $33,000 income from events, most from our track 
events. Our total income for that year was $45,600. With ex-
penses of $40,500, we ended the year with over $5000 in the 
bank. At the end of 2013, our balance was over $8,000 with 
a $5000 reserve. That trend has generally continued through 
2017. This year, our projected budget is for $64,000 in rev-
enues with a reserve of $7000. 

With increasing income since 2013 our recent club “prosper-
ity” had implications for our non-profit status with California. 
We needed to give more back to our members and our com-
munity. Hence, we have added more subsidized club events, 
and have  donated about 5% of our revenues to charitable 
causes, including Camp Hapitok, Hospice, and CASA 
(Court Appointed Special Advocates). Camp Hapitok 
has been closed since December, 2015. Hospice no 
longer produces the San Luis Obispo Concours. In 2017, 
CCCR donated $2500 to CASA. And we have budgeted 
another $2500 to CASA for 2018.

Board Meetings

Chuck Jennings – President
805-459-7416
concourschuck@gmail.com

Warren White – Auto Cross Events
805-709-8455
warren41w@charter.net

Chuck Hoops - Safety Director
805-674-6393
fourhoopses@sbcglobal.net

Larry Lloyd - Membership Director

805-925-1385
lloyd.larry@gmail.com

Jack Ravin – Activities Director
949-378-1634
jack2457@gmail.com

Jon Milledge -DE Events Director
805-704-8785
jon.milledge@me.com

Sanja Brewer - Secretary
805-541-9245
sbrewer@eyesonly.com

Ken Finney - Treasurer
805-542-9671
klf4slo9ers@charter.net

Ken Finney - Treasurer
805-542-9671
klf4slo9ers@charter.net

Sanja Brewer - Secretary
805-541-9245
sbrewer@eyesonly.com

Ken Finney - TreasurerKen Finney - Treasurer

Jon Milledge -DE Events Director
805-704-8785
jon.milledge@me.com

Warren White – Auto Cross Events
805-709-8455
warren41w@charter.net

Jon Milledge -DE Events DirectorJon Milledge -DE Events Director

Chuck Hoops - Safety Director

Larry Lloyd - Membership Director

805-925-1385
lloyd.larry@gmail.com

Warren White – Auto Cross Events

Chuck Hoops - Safety Director
805-674-6393
fourhoopses@sbcglobal.net

Warren White – Auto Cross Events

Chuck Hoops - Safety Director

Sanja Brewer - Secretary

Andy Winterbottom – Vice-President
         
847-219-2964
awinterbottom@sbcglobal.net

Chuck Jennings – President
805-459-7416
concourschuck@gmail.com

Andy Winterbottom – Vice-PresidentAndy Winterbottom – Vice-President

Larry Lloyd - Membership Director

jack2457@gmail.com

Larry Lloyd - Membership Director

Alfred Abken – Newsletter Editor
805-221-5763
alabken@gmail.com

Bob Bruington – DE Events Assistant
805-528-2957
bruingtonplumbing@sbcglobal.net

Alfred Abken – Newsletter EditorAlfred Abken – Newsletter Editor

Bob Bruington – DE Events AssistantBob Bruington – DE Events Assistant
805-528-2957
bruingtonplumbing@sbcglobal.net
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SGS

750 Francis Avenue • San Luis Obispo • CA  93401

√ EXPERIENCE

√ COMMITMENT

√ INTEGRITY

    Service ~ 545-9323     Parts ~ 540-3300        Sales ~ 540-3300

√ Minor and Major Factory-Style Service
 Brakes • Electrical • Engine • Transmission Overhauls
√ Race/Track Day Prep  √ Special Project Cars
√ Parts  √ Accessories  √ Spark Plugs to Dream Wheels
√ Re-sale √ Consignments  √ Ever-Changing Enventory

Only independent Porsche repair shop in SLO County

Your Porsche Car Connection

2

805-544-7979 
3453 Empresa Dr.

San Luis Obispo, CA
www.vintageab.com

Serving San Luis Obispo County Since 1982

A Full Service Body Shop Where 
Quality is Never Sacrificed

We Specialize in Insurance Claims

Local Pick-up & Delivery

State-of-the-Art Frame & Laser 
Measuring Equipment

Expert & Custom Color Matching
Collision Repair

Lifetime Warranty on All Repairs

FOREIGN
AND 

DOMESTIC
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2017 CCCR Events Calendar Update

  Look for reminders and updates via email.

Date Start Time  Event      Organizer     
       
2-17 9:00 AM Valentine Lunch, Cass Winery, Paso Robles  Steve Archulita
                Must RSVP required: ca1surf@yahoo.com 
2-24 9:00 AM Driver’s Clinic, Santa Maria Airport   Warren White
2-25 10:00 AM  Breakfast, Centrally Grown, Cambria  Jack Ravin

3-3 9:00 AM Lunch, Wild Horse Cafe, Tour Mission San Antonio   Tim Calabritte, 
             tntcal@charter.net
3-10 9:00 AM Breakfast, Flagship Restaurant, Pismo Beach Jack Ravin
3-24 8:00 AM Teststrecke Autocross, Santa Maria Airport  Warren White
3-25 10:00 AM Breakfast, Centrally Grown, Cambria  Jack Ravin

4-7 8:00 AM Tour, Parkfied, James Dean Memorial 
      Lunch Rustic Fire Joe Shubitowski/Jack Ravin
4-14  9:00 AM Breakfast, Flagship Restaurant, Pismo Beach Jack Ravin
4-22 10:00 AM  Breakfast, Centrally Grown, Cambria  Jack Ravin
4-28 8:00 AM Teststrecke Autocross, Santa Maria Airport  Warren White

5-12 9:00 AM Breakfast, Madonna Inn, Tour to War Birds Museum, Paso Robles, 
       Must RSVP required: ca1surf@yahoo.com Steve Archulita
5-18 8:00 AM DE at Buttonwillow     Jon Milledge
5-27 10:00 AM Brunch, Centrally Grown, Cambria   Jack Ravin

6-9 9:00 AM Breakfast, Flagship Restaurant, Pismo Beach Jack Ravin
6-17 8:00 AM Teststrecke Autocross, Santa Maria Airport  Warren White
6-23 10:00 AM Tour to Mullen Musem, Oxnard, 
    RSVP required: rc.sherman@outlook.com  Randy Sherman 
7-14 9:00 AM Breakfast, Flagship Restaurant, Pismo Beach Jack Ravin
7-21 9:00 AM Tour, Piedras Blancas, RSVP required, Jim Major jimandroberta2 
7-28 8:00 AM   Teststrecke Autocross, Santa Maria Airport  Warren White
7-29 10:00 AM Brunch, Centrally Grown, Cambria   Jack Ravin

8-11 9:00 AM Breakfast, Flagship Restaurant, Pismo Beach Jack Ravin
8-18 9:00 AM Coast Peaks, Wine Country Tour, Edna Valley Ron Green
8-26 10:00 AM Brunch, Centrally Grown, Cambria   Jack Ravin

http://ccc.pca.org
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Jack’s Calendar Corner  by Jack Ravin

First I want to thank all the eighteen volunteers on 
the our new Event Planning Committee. The Board 
really appreciates everything you are doing to help 
make our events better and more interesting to all 
the membership. Planning an event may not be easy. 
Many contacts need to be made with not only the 
restaurant managers but the tour/drives routes need 
to be planned out and inspected. Special thanks to 
those who volunteer to be the lead car and the chase 
cars. I know this responsibility needs your careful 
attention. 

If anyone in the club is interested in planning an 
event, especially a “family oriented” one, we would 
love to talk to you. Several family events are com-
ing. Watch for these: 

March 3rd Family Event. We meet at 9:00 AM 
at the Home Depot parking lot in Atascadero for a 
beautiful drive up to Fort Hunter-Liggitt, and then 
meet at Mission San Antonio for a guided tour. For 
lunch we drive across the base area to Hwy 101 
where we meet at the famous WildHorse Cafe for a 
tasty lunch. Yes, it’s a truck stop but don’t truckers 
know where the best food is served. Cost: $6 each 
for the mission. Send a check to our treasurer Ken 
Finney. 278 via San Blas SLO 93401
The check is your RSVP. Event Planners are Tim 
and Theresa Calabritte for questions: tntcal@char-
ter.net and the board member is Chuck Hoops.

April 7th is another family event. We are meeting 
at the “park and ride” in Atascadero at 9:00 AM. 
Grab some coffee and a pastry for a “smooth and 
refreshing” drive out hwy 41 to the Shandon area 
for a visit to the James Dean Memorial (see next 
page) and lunch at Jack’s Ranch Cafe. From there 
we drive up the country road for our annual visit to 
Parkfield for a good shake down. Then back down 
the country roads for coffee or tea. RSVP to the 
event planners, Joseph Shubitowski and Peng Chew 
Oon. Board member: Jack Ravin (that’s me)  

More to follow.

Pics from the Far Western Tavern
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Editor’s Note: The following story was found on the 
internet without credit to it’s author. 

Dean was killed in a car accident on Sept. 30, 
1955 on California’s State Route 46 when the 
Porsche 550 Spyder he was driving collided with 
a 1950 Ford Custom Coupe driven by a local mo-
torist that was turning across an intersection and 
couldn’t see the Porsche in the low afternoon sun. 
While Dean’s passenger, Porsche factory mechanic 
Rolf Wütherich, was ejected from the vehicle and 
ultimately survived, Dean succumbed to his injuries 
almost instantly.

Almost ironically, 
Dean and Wütherich 
were on their way to 
compete in a race in 
Salinas, California, and 
Wütherich had encour-
aged Dean to drive his 
new Porsche from Los 
Angeles to the race to 
break it in, receiving a 
speeding ticket along 
the way before that 
fateful accident.

The 550 Spyder (which 
Dean dubbed “Little 
Bastard” at the suggestion of his language coach) 
was famously difficult to drive, as it was Porsche’s 
first factory attempt at a pure-bred race car. In fact, 
Alec Guinness (who famously portrayed Obi-
Wan Kenobi in Star Wars), reportedly told Dean 
just a week before his death that if he got behind 
the wheel of “Little Bastard,” he’d be found dead 
within a week.

Curiously, even after the accident, the “Little Bas-
tard” developed a reputation for being cursed, as 
the wreckage (which had been repurchased by the 
original seller, George Barris) slipped off its trailer 
and broke a mechanic’s leg. Subsequently, repaired 
drivetrain parts from Dean’s Porsche that were used 
in later 550 Spyder models were involved in a wreck 
that took the lives of two other customers. The tires 
were re-used as well and subsequently blew out, 
causing yet another wreck. 

Convinced that the car was cursed, it was given by 
Barris to the California Highway Patrol to be used 
as an educational tool on the dangers of speeding, 
but the first exhibit that housed the car burned down, 
leaving the wreckage of “Little Bastard” curiously 
unscathed.

The Porsche was then moved 
to the next exhibition at a high 
school, where it slipped off the 
display and broke the hip of a lo-
cal student. The wrecked Spyder 
was subsequently involved in an 
accident when the truck carrying 
it lost control, the truck’s driver 
crushed by the wreckage in the 
ensuing accident.

Almost no car in history has been 
involved in quite the amount of 
tragedy as Dean’s “Little Bas-
tard,” and to this day, painstaking 
replicas of the 550 Spyder are 
produced and sold all over the 
world, if not only for its status as 
the car that killed such a prolific 

star, but also as the earliest example of the first foray 
into motorsport for one of the world’s most success-
ful racing brands.

Less than 90 original 550s were ever produced, 14 
of which were used as factory racers. Fewer than 
40 of them came to the United States, and original 
examples have sold at auction for as much as $6.1 
million while high-quality replicas can run as much 
as almost $500,000 for custom orders.

The Legend of the Tragic Death of 
James Dean and the “Little Bastard.”

The photo above of Dean was taken on the day 
he was killed as he stopped to fill the “Little Bas-
tard” up with gas on his way to a race in Salinas, 
California.                          (© Corbis)
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The Driver’s Corner a.k.a The Late Apex

Zone 8 
Event

A U T O C R O S S  2018
CCCR-PCA presents

At Santa Maria Airport  

PORSCHE

Santa Barbara

Our major sponsor
Autocross and DE

Events  

Teststreckee XXVIII  March 24
Teststreckee XXVIX  April 28
DE at Buttonwillow  May 18
Teststreckee XXX  June 16 
Teststreckee XXXI  July 28
Teststreckee XXXII  September 15
Teststreckee XXXIII November 3
Details and Registration at  motorsportsreg.com

      or contact Warren White at 805-709-8455

Zone 8 Events

*
*

* 
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New Members and Anniversaries

 January Anniversaries

1 Year: KEN GUERRIER

2 Years: LANE TANNER 
  RICK HILL
  JOSE ALVARADO
  ROBIN ONSOIEN
  K FOSTER

3 Years: PAIGE SWENSON
  JOE NUTILE
  BILL MARVIN
  KATHY SMALLEY

4 Years: HELIO & ERIK FIALHO
  TOM & RENEE DOBYNS
  RON HUGHES

5 Years: GREGORY & KENT SIMPSON

6 Years: BRUCE & ALEXANDER MONROY
  EDWARD & KATTIA STURTEVANT
  DOUG SEIDEWITZ

7 Years: DAVID & PATTI DICKINSON
  WARREN & KAREN WHITE
  BRUCE MORGENTHALER

10 Years: PERRY & MARIA DESTRO
  JOEL & SHELLY GUST
  

11 Years: LINDA GERMANY
  BOB DUCA

12 Years DOUGLAS LOCK &   
  FRITZI COLE

16 Years: BRENT BEAHM & PAM  
  WOODWORTH

17 Years: ROBERT & RUTH 
  HOLZHAUER

20 Years: PEER HOVLAND &   
  SHIRLEY SACKS

21 Years:  BENJAMIN CROCKETT  
 & KAREN McCREA-CROCKETT

22 Years: STEVEN & PAM LOCK

23 Years: BYRON & JULIE DAVIS

41 Years: GREGORY & CHERYL   
  YOUNG

Our Membership Director, Larry Lloyd, reports we have one new member for January.  
Let’s welcome DOUG SCHOEN to the club. 
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February Anniversaries

1 Year: RANDY SHERMAN
  LAWRENCE DERITIS
  DAVID & REGINA GRAY
  PAUL & MARY HERTEL
  ROB JONES

2 Years: JONNI BIAGGINI

3 Years: MARK TORCASO
  JAMES HALLISEY 
  MATT TREVISAN
  CRAIG BOYER
  MICHAEL & DIANNE DRAZE
  RAY SPEAR
  CHRIS LIPPERT
  BILL HERINGER

4 Years: KEN & JANET HELGREN
  MICHAEL TEESH

5 Years: TERRY & ANITA HUNT
  DAVID & SUZY BROWN
  SCOTT ANTISTA 
  WALTER TUCKEY
  DONALD & BOBBI DOYLE

6 Years: GEORGE ELERDING
  KENNETH JOHNSTON
  PAUL & SUSAN INSCH
  FRANK & ROBERTA GUSSMAN
  PATRICE BOROUGHS
     

7 Years: BARRY & KATHY LOVELL

9 Years: RICH & KERRY MORGANTINI

10 Years: ERIC BARKLEY
  ELIZABETH BARKLEY
  LAURIE & BOB NEUMANN

11 Years: MAYNARD & ANITA CROWTHER
  WILLIAM & JUDITH ANNE ROMANO
  MARC ENGLERT

12 Years: WILLIAM & ERIN GIBSON

14 Years: MATTHEW & ADRIENNE BUSH

15 Years: RENA & BURKE DAMBLY

16 Years: RAY & SANDY CROSNO

17 Years: STEVE & CRAIG McCARTY
  JAMES & WHIT PAULY

18 Years: KARL & SUE LUFT

22 Years: JEFF & MARY SPROUL

23 Years: DAVID & L. JEANNETTE POWLES

44 Years: JON & VICKI MILLEDGE
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It was 1951, and I was working on my 1936 Ford 
roadster when Bill Carr, a family friend and Doug-
lass test pilot came driving up in his Jaguar XK120 
just returning from his weekend of racing at the 2nd 
running of the Palm Springs Road Races in April. I 
was delighted when he asked me if I would like to 
take a ride up Angeles Crest Highway, and that was 
all it took, I was now hooked, and try as I might af-
ter the ride in the Jag I could not make that old Ford 
handle like a sports car.  I lowered it, added a sway 
bar, machined my own longer Pittman arm, but al-
ways came up short. There was no getting around it. 
I had to have a sports car. So while staying in school 
working nights and weekends for $1.00 an hour at 
Industrial Supply, machining hydrologic wiper rings 
for aircraft, I was able to save  enough to buy a used 
1952 twin carbed  Singer SM1500.

Back in the day, the Singer was the class in Pro-
duction under 1500cc racing finishing 1, 2 & 3 at 
the Chino Airport Races. I was excited to have my 
very own sports car. Joining the 4 Cylinder Club 
of America where we participated in rallies and an 
occasional slalom was okay and a challenge, but it 
was not racing.  In order to race with the Califor-
nia Sports Car Club (Cal Club) one had to pass a 
test identifying the different race flags. There was 
no physical exam nor a standard for helmets.  Seat 
belts were not mandatory but wheel plates for Sing-
ers were, because without the 1/8 inch steel plates, 
the wheels could work over the rather small lug nuts 
and fly off!  

Back in the day, the Singer was the class in Pro

Vaughan Singer Motors of Hollywood supplied the 
wheel plates, and Marion Webster of M.G. Mitten 
in Pasadena supplied the helmet, a Mariscal “pot” 
that was made of small pieces of overlapping fiber-
board glued together with shellac painted white, 
with white leather wrapping around the back of 
your neck and fastening under the chin.  It was not 
long after these helmets were outlawed, and I had 
to purchase a Snell approved Bell TX500.  Driving 
suits were usually blue jeans and a tee shirt however 
some of the hotshots wore coveralls.  Roll bars?  
“Hey we’re not driving cages!”

Everything was now set for me to be “Joe Racer”. I 
entered the Santa Barbara Road Races on Novem-
ber 19, 1956 at the Santa Barbara Airport. In those 
days you drove your car to the track, folded down 
or removed your windshield, applied your assigned 
numbers (I learned to make mine from sticky shelf 
liner paper), put some tape on your head lights in 
case a stone might shatter them, and with the tires 
you drove to the event, off to the races you went.  In 
my first race, from a standing start, the guy two cars 
in front of me was unknowingly in reverse (from 
jockeying into grid position) and when the green 
flag fell, all hell broke loose!  My finish was lower 
mid-pack. Nonetheless, I was encouraged because 

I could blow the doors off the MG TC’s and TD’s,  
holding my own with the MG TF’s. But I was out 
classed by the 356 Porsche’s. The handwriting was 
on the wall. I needed something more competitive 
than my daily driver.

My Joy of Racing  by Ralph Bush
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By a stroke of good luck I found a beautiful 1953 
Jaguar XK-120. The previous owner who owned 
a plating business had chrome plated everything 
under the hood, and he changed out the Lucas 
electronics, all except the fuel pump by Mallory. 
Fortuntely this did not affect the cars “production” 
standing, so for $900.00, the credit union and I now 
owned a beautiful vehicle that was five years old 
and still competitive.  

I remember one race in particular at an abandoned 
WWII airstrip in the Bakersfield area. The Jag and I 
placed third about six car lengths behind the win-
ner, Martin Goldsmith (now a PCA officer in GPX 
REGION) and Danny Stephens. All three of us had 
crippled cars. We could not have run another lap. 
My fuel pump was going out, and my engine was 
missing.  On the drive home, my girlfriend now my 
wife, Lorraine, had to stomp her feet on the floor-
boards all the way over the Ridge Route and back to 
Pasadena to keep the fuel pump running under the 
passenger side floorboards.  Before they added the 
dog leg on the back stretch at Riverside, it was just 
over a mile long straightaway, and the wind would 
get under those long Jag fenders and cause the 
whole front end to lift, resulting in hardly any input 
from the steering wheel. I had to stomp the brakes 
hard  to bring the front end down to make the right 
hand turn into Turn 9. In one race, I spun just prior 
to Turn 9 with no harm, but my mind was so far 
ahead giving inputs to my hands and feet that I was 
convinced that the spin had occurred exiting Turn 9. 
That convinced me that racing my daily driver was 
not the best plan.  During this era I raced an Austin 
Healey 100 for Roz Alexander (the sister in law of 
the famed racing photographer, Jesse Alexander) 
and an MG-A for Bob Lawler.

My brother, Dave, a veteran of WWII, went to 
Germany in 1957 to teach school at an Army school 
in Heidelberg. In January of 1959 I wrote to him to 
see if he could purchase a Porsche Speedster from 
the factory for me. I was disappointed in his reply 
that they were no longer building the Speedster. The 
new model was called a Convertible D, and he sent 
the color and interior options to me, so I told him 
that it was a “go”. Therefore, I sold the Jaguar, and 
once again knocked on the door of the Credit Union 
as Porsche required full price, $2774.00, upon 
delivery. It cost about $300.00 to ship it. In June, I 
was off to Long Beach to pick up my new Porsche.  

The Convertible D was much more refined than the 
Speedster, but it was also heavier. I raced it one time 
at Willow Springs and found it not to be competi-
tive.  My insurance man in Arcadia was George 
Folmer who had been entering his VW in local 
auto-crosses. He wanted to take my Porsche for a 
spin and get the feel of it. George was impressed 
with the Porsche and decided to move up from his 
VW. He bought his first Porsche at Krause Motors 
in Pasadena.  

I remember one race in particular at an abandoned 

My Joy of Racing  by Ralph Bush
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Photo by Chuck 
Hoops

I only raced the D only one time at Willow Springs, 
and it was not competitive, and furthermore, I felt 
that it was too nice a car to put on the track.  One 
thing I learned from that car was that I could drop 
the engine and replace the clutch cable in just over 
45 minutes as I had to do it so often. 

1960 rolls around. I have a beautiful new wife, 
a beautiful new Porsche, but nothing to race and 
very little money. What to do?  Robbie Robinette 
had taken his Singer 4 AD to Frank Monise and 
Jack Bates shop in Pasadena to replace the ring and 
pinion gear in the Salsbury rear end. Somehow, they 
lost the cover plate to the rear end.  The car had been 
sitting there for quite a spell and was amassing a 
storage bill, so I asked Jack, who had been a friend 
of my brothers before the war (Jack Bates was a well 
known Mercedes Benz 300 
SL racer.), what it would take 
to post bail for the Singer. 
I would like to make it into 
a dedicated race car.  Jack 
wanted the space and sug-
gested that I dicker with Rob-
bie Robinette.  Robbie agreed 
that someone should take this 
car off his hands and gave me 
title to the Singer for a cup of 
coffee and a doughnut.  Jack 
waved the storage fees and 
told me to just get this car off 
the premises.

So now I have a potential race car with a new rear 
end sans a cover plate.  I went to a friends house 
who also owned a Singer SM 1500 and asked if I 
could change the oil in his rear end and borrow his 
cover plate for 3 or 4 days?  Cover plate in hand, I 
now asked Frank Bell, the woodshop and metalshop 
teacher at Rosemead High if he could make a sand 
casting using the borrowed cover plate. Two days 
later I had two shinny aluminum cover plates, and 
I am ready to start making a seven year old Singer 
into a competitive race car.

By then the racing rules had tightened up. Lou 
Brero, driving a 2 liter Ferrari, had a driveshaft snap 
puncturing his fuel tank instantly flooding his cock-
pit. He died of burns from the resulting fire. 
Lou was a real nice fellow, a lumberman from 
Arcata. Cal Club SCCA required seat belts and roll 
over protection to negate the danger and not loose 
anymore drivers like Lou Breros. Now this is before 
Nomex, so we all had to purchase coveralls, and at 
tech inspection everyone had to dip their coveralls 
in a tub filled with a solution of borax and starch, 
take them home, and allow them to drip dry.  These 
things were as stiff as board, and when we got to 
the track and tried to climb into them, big white 
flakes would fly off, and they would crack, sound-
ing like broken sticks every time you bent over.  As 
I remember, the only requirement for the roll bars 

were that they should 
be made of 1030 steel 
with a 3/16ths inspec-
tion hole drilled in 
them. You can only 
imagine all of the 
crazy shapes that were 
presented at tech.  I did 
not have the funds to 
have a hoop bent so I 
cut mine into 6 sec-
tions and welded them 
to form a “hoop”.  

The engine was treated to the inside of the head 
polished and milled with larger valves and a sweet 
Crane cam shaft and a tuned exhaust ending just 
before the rear wheel.  It sounded wicked, and I 
hoped it would not give its self away at tech.  The 
Armstrong lever shocks were filled with 140 weight 
gear oil and had almost no movement in them. The 
mandated wheel plates were added, and a dented 
rear fender was repaired with boat fiberglass resin 
mixed with cornstarch (This was before Bondo).  
A fresh coat of white paint was applied over the 
original British Racing Green, and Eric Caldwell of 
Caldwell Tire of Pasadena donated a set of Semprit 
tires to test them under racing conditions. So now, 
Shoestring Racing was ready to hit the track.  

Photo by Chuck 
Hoops
Photo by Chuck were that they should Photo by Chuck 
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That little car impressed people who thought that 
it would be out classed but handled like on rails, 
at Pomona an Alfa knocked a hay bale right into 
my path and I was able to steer right around it.  
The Achilles heel were the small drum brakes that 
would fade half way through a race after which 
those that I had eaten started passing me. I tried 
many things to cool the brakes like adding ducting 
but the scrutineers were quick to see that and they 
had to be removed.  At a race in Las Vegas, I shared 
the car with Roger Slowi, the Morgan racer who 
was in a points battle for a championship in Class 
E but had blown the engine in his car, surprise, 
surprise, Roger was able to place mid-pack in the 
E race.  As hard as I tried and as much as I cheated 
the Singer was just out classed by the Porsche’s and 
was no longer competitive and so I sold the car.

In the early 1970’s I bought the 
Tigress, a 400 cubic inch Dodge 
powered drag boat that I circle-
raced in the K Class in the North-
west American Power Boat As-
sociation.  A driver really takes a 
pounding and a beating racing 100 
mph flat bottom drag boats. Three 
days after a weekend of racing 
your buns turn from green to black 
and blue.

In 1978 I bought a Merlyn Formu-
la Ford which I rolled into a ball 
of fiberglass, tubes and aluminum 
heading into the infield at Ontario 
Motor Speedway in my first race. But not all was 
lost as Charlie Terhune was in need of cash and  of-
fered me his Lotus Super 7 for little down and easy 
monthly payments.  Before taking it out I talked to 
Frank Monise, who was a Lotus guru in Southern 
California. He suggested I immediately switch to 
Weber carburetors.  

We trailered the Lotus to Willow Springs, and I was 
quite pleased with how it ran on Saturday. I started 
at the rear of the pack, but the Super 7 held it’s own. 
I just needed to get more relaxed in it.  Sunday’s 
race was progressing nicely but on lap 3 entering 
the right hand Turn 3 the car would not turn in and 
I went off the track where a rock tore a hole in the 
aluminum floor pan. On Monday the car was back 
with Frank Monise. The problem was the left front 
chassis tube had broken at the shock mount. (Jon 
Milledge, does this sound familiar?)

In the Fall, Laguna Seca was calling, so off we 
went, and tech inspection was performed Friday 
evening in the paddock where I was chewed out for 
going off the course at Willow Springs. So I showed 
them what the problem was and the repaired weld.  

On the Saturday morning warm up I shot off the 
course at the right hand Turn 2, a reasonably fast 
turn. The damned weld had broken again, so back to 
Monise Motors. My lack of funds sidelined me for 
a couple of months.  Not long after I called Charlie 
Terhune to ask what would it take for him to take 
back his Super 7?  I explained that I had a problem 
but that Monise had welded gussets on both shock 
up rights and the car now was equipped with Weber 
carburetors.  I was off the hook for future payments 
and had Charlie’s check in my pocket.
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Photo by Chuck Hoops

My long time friend and TransAm driver, Bob 
Monette, from Alpharetta, Georgia called me and 
asked if I would be interested in meeting with Don 
Panoz, who lives not far from Bob in Braselton, 
Georgia.  Don made his millions in pharmaceuticals 
as the inventor of the nicotine patch to get people 
to quit smoking. Yet Don himself is a chain smoker.  
Don’s plan was a Driver Development Series for up 
and coming young drivers racing equally prepared 
Panoz GTS cars powered by the 357 cubic inch 
Ford motors. He asked would I like to join?  

“Heck yes!” I‘m a young up and coming driver in 
my late 60’s! Why not?”  

This series was to run as a prelude race to each 
American LeMans race, and they would furnish 
the car.  Yea!  This was fun as the cars were com-
paratively easy to drive fast. With all going well 
until our race prior to LePetit’ LeMans Race at 
Don Panoz’s home track, Road Atlanta. I tried to 
explain to a young driver we all called “Flip Fop” 
(who only wore shoes when in his race car) that if 
he would just take a much later apex rolling through 
and exiting Turn 7, he could shave a couple of 
tenths off of his time with the built up momentum 
going down the back straightaway, Turns 8 and 9.  I 
then proceeded to show him and went way too deep, 
hit the grass off the left side of the track, spinning 
and collecting the inside wall, spinning and bump-
ing for a quarter of a mile down the track leaving 
Panoz parts in my wake.  Another trip to a trauma 
center this time met by Don Panoz who told me to 
pack my bags and go home.  We have a rule in road 
racing: “When in doubt both feet out.  In a spin both 
feet in”  I broke the rule and lost my ride.

A couple of years later, Bob Monette contacted me 
saying that he had three cars, Thunder Roadsters, 
designed by E. Forbes Robinson and built by 600 
Racing in Charlotte, NC. “A blast to drive!” Would I 
like to fly back to Atlanta and try one out?  Bob was 
right: a light weight roadster (1,200 lbs. dry) with 
a front engine that had a red line at 11,000, mated 
to a 5 speed sequential gear box, a locked rear end, 
and unlike the Lotus, had a rugged frame willing to 
go wherever you pointed it. I was convinced that at 
age 72 I needed to have one of these shipped out to 
California so I might have a fresh start on the road 
racing scene.  

My SCCA License was renewed and over to Button-
willow went Ralph with his new roadster. However, 
SCCA couldn’t determine what class I should be in, 
Wings and Things or Super Unlimited?  A call to 
Ken Regan, father of NASCAR driver, David Regan, 
put me in touch with the National Auto Sport As-
sociation (NASA), Nor-Cal Region where Ken said 
that there was a whole bunch of Thunder Roadsters 
running in their own class mostly by “gentlemen 
racers”.  These so called “gentlemen racers” were a 
bunch of kids 16 to 30 and the most aggressive rac-
ers I have ever encountered.  

I had ten years of pure racing joy, traveling around 
the country from Utah to Texas to Georgia, racing 
with the friendliest, most helpful, hardest driving 
racers I ever came across.  I was fortunate to finish in 
4th place in the nation at age 80 in 2014. I took 3rd 
in the nation in 2015, and even after a crash in 2016, 
I wound up 4th once again.  
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Alas, all good things must eventually come to an 
end. In September, 2016, coming off the straight 
away and heading into Turn 1 at Sears Point (So-
noma) Raceway, the inside wall just jumped out 
at me, and I hit that baby head on. I got hurt quite 
badly.  Lorraine said “This is the forth time I have 
had to ride in an ambulance with you to a trauma 
center and enough is enough!”.  She was such a 
good care giver, how could I say no?

Safety wise, I have seen a lot of changes over the 
past 60 years  Our Snell Approved helmets are 
continually being updated and really do a remark-
able job of protecting the noggin. Roll over pro-
tection?  Who knows how many lives they have 
saved? Mandatory 5 or 6 point safety harnesses 
sure beat just a lap belt or no belt at all. And fuel 
cells are genuine life savers.  Nomex underwear 
and 3 layer fire suits give you one minute of fire 
protection, along with the addition of onboard fire 
extinguishers with mandated fire retardant gloves 
and shoes.  The Hans Device is required now for 
almost all racing situations, and NASA is no dif-
ferent. And if it weren’t for my wearing my Hans 
when I wrecked  at Sears Point, I would not be 
here writing this all down.



18The Coastalbreeze February 2018

CCCR’s SLO Dogs Endurance Racing    by Jon Milledge

Afew months back, maybe September, Ken Shinpo 
approached me about how some CCCR members could 
start a “LEMONS” team to run in the LeMans-type 
events that are run here in the western USA.  Ken was 
retiring and had always wanted to race and felt this 
was his best chance at racing.  I conferred with Charlie 
Buzzetti, another CCCR member that is currently racing 
in NASA about the LEMONS organization, races, etc.  
His advice would shape what would enfold.  He recom-
mended to forget the LEMONS series because their 
rules would not suit any Porsche, and instead concen-
trate on the “Lucky Dog Racing Series”.

As a result of this, a meeting was held with prospective 
CCCR members to determine if sufficient 
interest existed for preparing, competing 
and maintaining a Porsche for Lucky Dog 
Racing.  Eight CCCR members, Charlie 
Buzzetti, Tom Dobyns, David Gray, Marc 
Englert, Chuck Hoops, Kevin Nichols, 
Ken Shinpo and Warren White pledged 
sufficient capital and work support to 
form the Lucky Dog Racing Team of 
“SLO Dogs”.

With the funds pledged, Charlie Buzzetti  arranged for 
the group’s purchase of a currently race-able Spec 944 
that he had previously driven.  This car was then pre-
pared for Lucky Dog Racing, going somewhat outside 

the Spec 944 rules by removing more weight, changing 
parts like brake discs, brake pads, transmission fluid, 
transmission fifth gear and correcting prior prepara-
tion mistakes like screw holes into the gas tank. Minor 
sponsorship was obtained from SGS Porsche and Jon 
Milledge Engineering.

The car was tested at Buttonwillow Raceway on 
two different occasions and deemed ready for 
the first Lucky Dog Racing Series race at Laguna 
Seca.

Finally, it was the morning of Saturday, January 
13. 2018.  The car was in the pitlane at Laguna 
Seca ready to go out for practice.  The Driv-
ers for this Saturday race were Charles Buzzetti, 
Tom Dobyns, Marc Englert, David Gray, Charles 
Hoops, Ken Shinpo and Warren White.  

The practice session would be the first time for 
Marc, David, Hoops and Ken to drive on the track 
at Laguna Seca. They had a total of 45 minutes 
to do this, and their driver changes took at least 5 
minutes including  entering and leaving the pits.  
This meant each driver was to get about 10 min-
utes on the track which would be one out lap, one 
in lap and two laps at speed.  That is all.  None of 
these drivers had even raced a single lap previ-
ously and they were expected to learn the track in 
a new car in three plus laps.  Even the best of all 
time drivers could not learn this track in a new car 
that fast.  As it turned out, the Lucky Dog Rac-
ing Association shortened the period; David Gray 
and Ken Shinpo got ZERO laps. Neither had ever 
driven Laguna Seca and their first laps would be 
in the race.  All the drivers had walked around the 
track on Friday afternoon but for these four that 
was only two, this was to be their first laps in any 
automobile at this track.  And, for the Sunday race, 
the team would be minus Charlie Buzzetti and 
Tom Dobyns.  

Photographs by Chuck Jennings
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Warren White

Fifteen minutes after the completion of the “Quali-
fying Session” on Saturday, the cars lined up in 
the racing pitlane to start the race.  The SLO Dogs 
car had been filled with fuel and Charlie Buz-
zetti strapped into the driver’s seat.  A radio check 
showed that the radio worked in the pitlane at 
least.  The team had been assigned the third pit, just 
across from their garage.  Charlie exited the pit box 
and drove up to the formation of cars waiting to go 
onto the track.  Cars were to be gridded by arrival 
time for the start.  Charlie arrived 12th of 56 cars.  
The plan for this weekend was to finish both races, 
a 6 ½  hour race on Saturday, and a 7 ½ hour race 
on Sunday.

The cars went out onto the track behind a pace car.  
Near the end of the pace lap, the pace car pulled 
off, the cars approached the Start/Finish line, the 
green flag flew and the race was on.

At the completion of the first lap, Charlie was in 
10th place, a lap later he was in 7th then 4th, then 
3rd, then 2nd.  At this point, the competition stiff-
ened and, when encountering lapped traffic already, 
Charlie was pushed back to 3rd by another compet-
itor.  Another 2 laps and Charlie was into the pits.  
The 2nd place car number 00, had missed a shift 
and Charlie had tapped him.  In the Lucky Dogs 
rules, body contact can result in a 5 minute penalty.  
This can be avoided if the drivers involved leave 
the track and go to Black Flag, self reporting the 
contact.  This is what Charlie did and resulted in 
resuming the race in 38th place.  The other driver, 
however, perhaps more in tune with Lucky Dog 
Racing League administration, did not self report 
and remained in 2nd place.  

The fearless drivers of SLO dogs plugged on and 
finished the race in 28th place, quite remarkable 
considering only one of the drivers had ever raced 
previously.  The team had problems along the way 
like the radio didn’t work unless the car was sta-
tionary in it’s pit box.  This required reverting to 
old fashioned pit signs to signal the time to pit but 
they were prepared with a white board and markers.  

Most of the time the racing driver responded imme-
diately to the pit board.  This was no real problem 
for the team.  Body contact occurred later in the 
race but minimal time was lost.

On Sunday, the 7 ½ hour race went without major 
drama.  The radio worked on the pit straight at least 
so signaling time to pit for driver change and fuel 
was easier.  At the end, the SLO Dogs finished 25th, 
an improvement of three places with all drivers run-
ning in their second race ever.
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Tom thinking 
about much 
money he’s 
going to spend.

< $500,000 
Arive and Drive.

$250,000 
Arive and 
Drives

I talked to the drivers and here are some of their 
comments:

Warren White: My most thrilling moment at the 
race was the first time I actually passed another car. 
I was barreling down on a car in turn 5, right on his 
tail. I knew I had the momentum to pass the car and 
did so by ducking down underneath him and with 
stored up momentum was able to pass him before 
reaching turn 6. If you could have seen my face, I 
am sure there would have been a smile ear to ear.

Chuck Hoops: The most satisfying part of the race 
weekend for me was completing my first sub two 
minute lap.  Feeling that I was able to place the 
944 anywhere 
on the track that 
I wanted and not 
surprising myself 
when I got there.  
Unfortunately, 
just as I got to 
that point, my 
final race ses-
sion was over… 
longing to get 
back out there 
and scrub more 
time off the lap 
timer…

Ken Shinpo: I was fortunate to be the last driver 
and finish the race Sunday with the crowd waving 
and cheering as I passed the finish line.  I imme-
diately thought of  all who are a part of  our 944 
Lucky Dog journey and how they all made a dream 
come true for 
me.  I was over-
come by emotion 
as other drivers 
waved to me and 
me back to them 
and also wav-
ing thanks to the 
course workers 
who kept us safe, 
but most of all I 
heard Marc on 
the radio and our 
team cheering me 
on, saying great 
job Kenny!

David Gray: I had 
never driven at 
Laguna Seca nor 
raced in wheel-to-
wheel competition 
so the most thrill-
ing (i.e. frighten-
ing) moment for 
me was taking my 
first lap at Laguna 
Seca in wheel-to-
wheel competition.  
I experienced traf-
fic like I had never 

before with cars sometimes three deep in corners 
and bumper to bumper.   The most satisfying part 
for me was witnessing our team progress from 
slow, sometimes clumsy driver changes and fuel-
ing stops to a smooth, coordinated and much faster 
effort by Sunday.  There is a lot involved in chang-
ing drivers: crawling over the full roll cage, attach-
ing the 5 point harnesses, removing/reattaching the 
steering wheel, attaching the radio to the helmet, 
adjusting mirrors, seat positions, etc.  By Sunday, 
we were working much better as a team and even 
did a driver change, four-wheel tire change and re-
fuel in about 5 minutes.  

Tom thinking 

money he’s 
going to spend.

< $500,000 

David Gray:
never driven at Tom thinking never driven at Tom thinking 
Laguna Seca nor about much Laguna Seca nor about much 
raced in wheel-to-money he’s raced in wheel-to-money he’s 
wheel competition going to spend.wheel competition going to spend.
so the most thrill
ing (i.e. frighten
ing) moment for 
me was taking my 
first lap at Laguna 
Seca in wheel-to-
wheel competition.  
I experienced traf
fic like I had never 

before with cars sometimes three deep in corners < $500,000 before with cars sometimes three deep in corners < $500,000 
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1500 hp

Tom thinking 
about much 
money he’s 
going to 

Marc Englert: The most satisfying moment was 
when Kenny (the last driver we scheduled for 
Sunday) came around that last turn and was on his 
way to go through the checkered. I was on the radio 
cheering him on. “Great job Kenny!!, Great job!! 
Bring it home Kenny!! We did it!!” I was proud so 

proud!   The car 
was better than I 
expected. It was 
amazingly well 
prepared, fast and 
forgiving (thank 
you Charlie, and 
Jon & Warren!!).  
Now, I can say “I 
raced at Laguna 
Seca…… and, it 
wasn’t that dif-
ficult!’ 

 
Charlie Buzzetti: Based on my only other experi-
ence with LuckyDog Racing at the 24hr race in 
2017 at Buttonwillow I expected we would have 
one of the fastest cars out there. The race at Laguna 
brought out lots of good club racers that I had raced 
with in SCCA and NASA. The LuckyDog field has 
grown and matured so we have lots of work to do to 
get to the podium. I believe we have a set of driv-
ers that can get us there.  I can’t wait for the But-
tonwillow 24 hour 
race.  This will 
be a solid prov-
ing ground for our 
car and drivers. I 
believe we have a 
top car for class B. 
We have also seen 
incredible driver 
development in 
just one race at 
Laguna. 

Tom Dobyns:  Charlie was our first driver out at 
the start of the race.  I was second.  Just before I 
jumped in the car, there I was, all suited up with my 
driving suit, fire resistant shoes, socks, gloves, and 
my helmet and HANS device.  It was thrilling to 
think that in a few moments, I’d be out there on the 
actual Laguna Seca race track, along with over fifty 
other cars.  But at the same time, this was going 
to be REAL wheel to wheel racing!!  And I was a 
rookie at this!  Nerves were heightened as Charlie 
jumped out of the car and I slipped into the driver’s 
seat.  Seat adjustment, harnesses, radio connection 
to my helmet, removable steering wheel snapped 

back into posi-
tion, window 
netting, radio 
check, and 
finally start the 
car.  I hadn’t 
even left the 
pits yet!!  And 
then Charlie 
yells, “Go!!”.  
That was a 
true adrenaline 
rush!
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Next, they were to tackle a 24 hour race at Button-
willow Raceway.  The race was run from 11:00 AM 
on Saturday, February 3rd to 11:00 AM on Sunday, 
February 4th.  Not all of the drivers were present 
for this event as Kevin Nichols could not attend.  

At 10:00 AM on Saturday, the car went out onto the 
track for practice.   Ken Shinpo and Warren White 
drove.  Immediately after practice, the car was filled 
with fuel and driven to the grid.  Warren White was 
selected to start the race and the plan was to run for 
1 hour, then pit for fuel and driver change.  The race 
started!! The Dogs were running in 10th place over 
all.

At about 45 minutes, Warren ran out of gas and had 
to be towed to the pit lane.  The crew was confused 
as the projected fuel burn was 6 gallons per hour 
and Warren had started the race with 16.5 gallons in 
the tank.  Fuel was added and Tom Dobyns slid into 
the car.  

Fuel mileage continued to be a problem with drivers 
running low on fuel or out of fuel on the track.  Ken 
Shinpo was the 4th driver and he ran out at the begin-
ning of pit lane requiring a push for nearly the complete 
length of pit lane.  Marc Englert ran out of fuel.  Charlie 
Buzzetti was black flagged for spilling fuel.  He came 
to pit lane, the fuel cap was removed and wrapped in a 
portion of plastic bag. He was sent out only to be black 
flagged again. A more complete plastic bag was used 
the second time and this allowed him to complete his 
stint.  At this time, the overall leader was several laps in 
the lead and their lead was growing.  Their car wasn’t 
turning faster lap times but they were running about 2 
hour driver stints and having no problems.

Above, Marc Englert and Chuck Hoops are planning 
the fuel consuption, pit stops, and the crew duties 
around the drivers’ schedules, and the pit requirements.  

While Charlie Buzzetti was completing his now 2-hour 
stint, a gas cap with a better seal was found.  This cap 
was used at the next pit stop and the gas consumption 
returned to 6 gallons/hr.

Above, Marc Englert and Chuck Hoops are planning 
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The race proceeded without further problems 
through the night.  The team was moving up the 
leader board and at about 1:30 AM, when the leader 
made a pit stop, the SLO Dogs took the lead.  The 
early leader had driven to a 10-lap lead but then had

an 18-lap pit stop followed by retirement.  Our team 
was jubilant.  They were in the lead…but then they 
had to pit for driver change and fuel.  Warren White 
got into the car.  When he left the pits he was 2nd 
overall but then the first place car had to make a 
lengthy pit stop and they led again.  This time they 
led for many hours.

At about 9AM, 944 came in, was re-fueled, and 
Charlie Buzzetti got in and went back on track.  All 
normal.  He was going to finish the race.  The Dogs 
were in 1st place overall by more than 8 laps, and 
had a 16-lap lead in class.  Then it started.  Charlie 
came into the pits explaining that the engine was 
running roughly. 

Truthfully, they had had a high rpm miss for hours 
but just used lower revs and higher gears to good 
effect as the lead continued to build.  This time was 
different though so the hood came up and the spark 
plug wires & coil wire were checked. Nothing was 
found so he was sent out.  He returned to the pits 
a lap later to have us remove the spark plugs for a 
check but nothing wrong was found again.  He was 
sent back out to limp around.  

 After a few laps he was back in the pits and drove 
behind the wall.  Charlie was convinced the fuel 
pump had failed.  The Dogs had a spare fuel pump 
that was installed in less than 5 minutes and Charlie 
went back out.  Back to the pits it came after only 
one lap to have the distributor cap removed.  The 
distributor rotor was completely blown.  The resis-
tor in the rotor (there for radio suppression rea-
sons) was exploded and the distributor cap had all 
kinds of trash in it.  Both were replaced.  This had 
to be the problem.  The team all felt good.  They 
had lost 4 laps of the lead but now the car would 
perform.  After a few laps, the engine started run-
ning on 3 cylinders again.  Charlie forged ahead 
on 3 cylinders for a few laps then returned to the 
pits.  The radiator overflow had spit coolant onto 
the windshield.  The radiator expansion tank was 
checked and found to be full.  Charlie was told to 
return to the track.  He started the engine and clouds 
of white smoke came out of the exhaust pipe.  The 
dogs’ valiant steed had blown a head gasket.  All 
the team could do at this point was watch their lead 
disappear.  First, they lost the overall lead to a car 
in another class, then they lost the class lead but 
finally the checkered flag flew.  They had finished 
2nd in class!

At the trophy pre-
sentation, the SLO 
Dogs received a mas-
sive iron trophy of a 
dog mounted on a 
brake disc.

At the trophy pre

a 
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2017
                                      Text and photos by Alfred Abken.

  Once again, the Specialty Equipment Market 
Association (SEMA) held their annual get together at 
the Las Vegas Convention Center.  This year it was held 
from October 31, through November 3.  
     Tuesday morning, my first impression at the New 
Products Breakfast was that there were an awful lot of 
empty seats.  However, later I discovered that were cer-
tainly plenty of people present.  
     Getting back to the New Product Breakfast, it was 
again hosted by Jessi Combs and Jarod Deanda.  The 
guest speaker was Sam Schmidt.  In case that name 
sounds familiar to you, Sam was an IRL driver and was 
paralyzed in a testing accident in 2000.  Since then, 
Arrow Electronics have developed a semi-autonomous 
motorcar (SAM) that has allowed Sam to return to driv-
ing a car on a race track.  Sam gave a very inspirational 
speech, and showed a brief video detailing his recovery. 

L:  Sam Schmidt.  Above:  Features of Corvette devel-
oped with Arrow Electronics that have allowed Sam to 
drive around the IMS in excess of 150 M.P.H.
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2017 Los Angeles Auto Show 
and Porsche Tech Tactics    by Alfred Abken
The L A Auto Show ran from December 1 through Decem-
ber 10 this year.  Once again, PCA held a preview on the 
first day of the show, Friday, December 1.  This year, due 
to traffic, I was a little late upon arriving, so I missed some 
of the presentations.  A continental breakfast was served 
again, and after some fruit, pastry and orange juice, I was 
ready to look at some of the new cars on display.  Finally, a 
production version of the new Panamera Gran Turismo was 
on display.  Actually, there were two of them.  A Panamera 
Turbo S e-hybrid, and for about $100,000 less, a Panamera 
4.  Very comfortable cars to sit in.  Also new on display were 
the 718 Boxster GTS and Cayman GTS, as well as the 911 
Targa 4 GTS.  The big hit of the show was the new GT2RS, 
which has set the fastest lap for a production car around 
the Nuerburgring Nordschleife of 6 minutes, 47.3 seconds.  
There was also one of the new 911 Carrera T’s on display 
along with a new GT3 Touring.  This is a sleek looking car 
without the big wing in back.  It has just the smallest of lips 
at the rear of the engine compartment lid.  
Filling out the Porsche display were the new Macan and 
Cayenne.

I think the most impressive non-Porsche on display was the 
Mercedes-AMG Project One.  This uses Formula 1 technolo-
gy, and uses a 1.6 L V-6 and two electric motors that produce 
a bit over 1,000 horsepower.  a bit over 1,000 horsepower.  
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Following the L A Auto Show, PCA held their 8th Tech 
Tactics.  This year it was at Porsche’s new training center 
in Eastvale, which is near Corona, several miles south of 
the previous location in Ontario. This year, Peter Nam, 
the CEO of Gunther Werks Vorsteiner did a presentation 
on building their 993 based 400R.  Jeff Gamroth of Roth-
sport Racing from Sherwood, Oregon was the builder 
of the engine in the car, and he did a presentation of the 
building of the engine. 
 
After the morning presentation, which everyone attended, 
the group was split in two, and different presentations 
were available, with a separate room for demonstrations 
of polishing products from Griots Garage. There was also 
supposed to be paint touch up work by Dr. Colorchip.  

Chris Powell, part of the PCA National Technical Com-
mittee gave a presentation on things to look for when 
buying a used 911.  

Andrew Lennon, Product Manager, Sports Cars, PCNA 
gave a presentation on the new GT2RS, and there was 
also one there on display.  At first it was under cover, but 
was eventually uncovered to allow you to sit in it.  
Tony Callas, of Callas Rennsport from Torrance, gave a 
presentation of “Inside Porsche”.  He did this presenta-
tion this past summer in Spokane, but Tony is always fun 
to listen to as he gets sidetracked fairly easily, and has 
some fun stories to tell. 
 
Michelin gave a presentation on modern tire technology, 
and finally, Mike Kukavica from the Porsche Training 
Center, did a presentation of repairing aluminum ve-
hicles.  

All in all, it was another remarkable day.  It is always 
worth the trip south to attend.  

Tony Callas
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Zone 8 Presidents’ Meeting: Palm Springs
On January 20, Zone 8 held it’s annual winter 
Presidents’ Meeting, this year in Palm Springs. All 
Zone 8 Regions were represented by their presi-
dents or representatives. This was my fourth such 
meeting since 2012. Ken Finney attended last year 
in Long Beach. These meetings are important in that 
the Zone 8 Representative, David Witteried, intro-
duces all of the new Region Presidents for the year, 
and familiarizes all with the Zone 8 staff and the 
operations, procedures, and goals of PCA. He also 
reviews any new issues and rules. It is very infor-
mative and important for all the presidents and 
our Board of Directors as reported back to our 
Region.

After the meeting, we are treated to a small but 
beautifully presented concours, this year on the 
golf course of the Double Tree by Hilton where 
our meeting was held. 

Before I headed back to San Luis Obispo, I 
took a few mintues to see the concours. It was a 
typically perfect January day in Palm Springs. 
As I strolled around looking at the gorgeous 
cars, I spotted our new Board member and 
newsletter content editor, Alfred Abken, with 
a clipboard in hand, and I remember that he is 
a Zone 8 concours judge. Alfred’s long white 
beard makes him stand out in a crowd and thus easy 
to spot. He was busy, so we chatted very briefly, and 
I let him get back to his work. 
    Chuck Jennings

The PCA Zone 8 Concours series got off to a fine 
start Saturday, January 20 on the lawn of the Dou-
bletree by Hilton Golf Resort in Cathedral City.  It 
turns out it was quite the oasis in the desert.
Later that evening, Zone 8 held their 2017 awards 
banquet at the same hotel.  Grand Prix Region was 
awarded the Region of the Year, and awards for 
the Concours, Autocross, and West Coast Series of 
PCA Club Racing were also handed out. The guest 
speaker of the evening was Porsche Panorama edi-
tor, Rob Sass.      Alfred Abken

beard makes him stand out in a crowd and thus easy 
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ADVERTISER DIRECTORY and Yearly Advertising Rates

All rates are for 12 monthly issues from the 
date started.
Full Page.....$    950 / year                         
1/2 page..............................$   600/year
1/4  pa ge.....$    400 /  year                                                  
1/8  page or Business Card   $   300 / year

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR AD-
VERTISERS and SPONSORS. 
Their support of our club is 
greatly appreciated, so you are 
encouraged to make your first call 
to those advertising in the Coasta-
laire or Coastalbreeze. Let them 
know that you saw their ad in our 
newsletter. We also encourage you 
to advertise your business in our 
newsletter.

If you are interested please contact 
Art Trinidade at pasotrin@gmail.
com.

4.........SGS
4.........Vintage Autobody 
5......... Porsche Santa Barbara
25 ...... ADARA Med Spa
28.......German Auto
28.......The Tire Store
28 ......Ray Grieco, Century 21
28.......Walt Branscome, PSB
28..... FedEx Office
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and Yearly Advertising Rates

Embroidered Porsche and 
CCCR Logos available at 

Miracle Emboidery in SLO. 

For more details call 
Ken Finney at 
805-542-9671


